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THE 


CASTLES 


MONTREUIL AND BARRE. 
From ihe Lody's Magratne, 

THE night was dark and cold—while the wind, 
howling in diſmal blaſts, threatened almoſt inſtant de- 
molition to the already half-decayed cottage of Pierre la 
Motte; who, with his wife Jaqueline, ad been pre- 
vented from retiring to reſt by the increaſing violence of 
the tempeſt. Twice had they repleniſhed the blazing 
hearth ſince their uſual hour of repoſe; yet till the 
fury of the ſtorm ſeemed unabated. The oldeſt of the 
inhabitants in that province could not remember ſuch 
a hurricane, All the elements ſeemed in contention 
while the awful peals of thunder, and vivid flaſhes of 
lightning at that unuſual ſeaſon (for it was the end of 
November), filled the ſpectators with dread. | 


« Goodneſs a'mercy! (cried Jaqueline) how can that 


dear girl fleep amidſt all this noiſe? I am ſure it is 
enough to wake the dead. Mon Dieu ! how I tremble!” 

Indeed, it is very uncomfortable (replied Pierre, 
with a ſhrug); but if you, Jaqueline, would draw a freſh 
jug of beer, and bring me a clean pipe, it would make 
the time paſs more pleaſantly, ſince you will not come 
to bed; beſides, then I can talk with you about Ella.“ 

Jaqueline took the jug, and was juſt quitting the room, 
when a ſhrill ſcream reverberated round the cottage. 
The report of a piſtol was heard, ſucceeded by a groan, 
and again all was huſhed in filence, The affrighted 


woman caught faſt hold of her huſband for protection; 


while he, more active in the cauſe of humanity, ſnatch» 
ed down a fuſee which was ſuſpended acroſs the chim- 
ney ; and, ſeizing the candle in the other hand, allied 
forth, in zealous deſpite of the remonſtrances and in- 
treaties of Jaqueline, who remained, overpowered by 


. err 


ſion. 


moment. Uncertain whither to direct his ſteps, he 


reſted ſome minutes, to catch any ſound which might 


give more certainty; and heard between the paſſing guſts 


of wind the voices of people plaintively converſing. A 
faint glimmering through the trees directed his courſe, |} 


and he ſoon gained fight of the object he was in 
ſearch of. 

By the light of an almoſt extinguiſhed torch which 
lay on the ground, he perceived two youths, of pleaſing 
and uncommon figure, ſeated on the turf: the long 
flowing treſſes of him who appeared to be the youngelt 
were drenched in the rain, as were alſo his diſordered 
garments; and an expreſſion of horror and diſtreſs was 
depictured on his countenance, as he vainly endea- 

voured to ſtaunch the blood, which was flowing in co- 
pious ſtreams: from a wound in the fide of his compa- 
mon, whom he was ſupporting. | 

Pierre approached, and, in a ſubmiſſive but benig- 
nant manner, tendered his aſſiſtance, which was ac- 
cepted by the youthful ſtranger with evident gratitude. 
Between them they raiſed the wounded man from the 
wet earth. He was quite inſenſible, through pain and 
loſs of blood, added to the intenſe coldneſs of the night. 
With care they conveyed him to the cottage z where 
Jaqueline, recovered from het inanity at fight of her 
huſband in fafety, buſied herſelf in preparing for the ac- 
commodation of their unfortunate gueſt. Ella was 
ſummoned, and afliſted with alacrity in preparing their 
beſt bed for the ſtranger; into which he was put, after 
Jaqueline had, with linen bandages, prevented the effu- 
. of blood, which threatened to render all their care 

tile. 

Leaving the afſlicted youth, his companion, to watch 
beſide him, Pierre fetched his horſe from the ſtable; 
and, it being then day-break, ſet off for S****, the 
neareſt town, for a ſurgeon. Fortunately, he procured a 
man of great eminence in the profeſſion; who, after ex- 


foreboding fears, within the door of their humble man- ; 


The rain ſoon extinguiſhed his feeble taper, and the 
total darkneſs that prevailed added to the horror of the 
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tracting the ball, declared the wound to be very trivial. 
Ella was vigilant in her attention, and ſhared with Edgar 
(the other ſtranger) in the taſk of watching their invalid. 

Owing to their unremitring attention, in the courſe 
of a week the ſtranger was ſufhciently recovered to aſſo- 
ciate with the family at breakfaſt. He thanked them all, 
in the moſt graceful and elegant manner; and, caſting 
his eyes with an expreſſive glance toward the embar- 
rafſed Ella, intreated her further friendſhip for his ſiſter 
Margaretta. | 

All eyes were immediately directed, with aſtoniſh- 
ment, to the youth who had before appeared ſo intereſt- 
ing. His confuſion explained the myſtery ; and Ella, 
preſſing the hand extended to her, confeſſed, in an arch 
manner, the danger ſhe felt ſhe ſhould have been in had 
the ſex of their gueſt remained much longer a ſecret. 
They all ſmiled at this ſally, and the eyes of the ſtran- 
gers were more forcibly attracted toward the author of it. 

The figure of Ella (although ſhe had not yet attained 
her complete ſtature) was far from contemptible ; and 
the plain ſimplicity of her habit precluding all aid from 
ornament, ſerved only to make her native lovelineſs ſhine 
more conſpicuous, Her complexion was peculiarly 
fair, and. adorned with the glow of health and inno- 
cence, Her eyes, of bright azure, occaſionally gliſtened 
with the penſive tear of ſenſibility, or ſported with the 
effuſions of artleſs vivacity, each equally enchanting. 
Her fine hair, of a pale guburn, curled lightly over her 
forchead, and deſcended her back, looſe and uncon- 
fined, in wild luxuriance, diſplaying to advantage her 
well-turned neck and ſhoulders, and added charms to 
youth and beauty. 

After gazing at her for ſome time in pleaſing aſto- 
niſhment, the ſtranger, whoſe name was Edmund, thus 
addrefled Pierre : | 

It may be neceſſary, friend (ſaid he), to 
acquaint you with the cauſe of this diſguiſe, which may 
otherwiſe tend to give you a very unfavourable opinion 
of me. As the tale is long, and as I wiſh at preſent to 
conſult you upon more material buſineſs, I will briefly 
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ſtate, that we were born and educated in Scotland, 
and are deſcended from a noble family. An unforty. 
nate affair of honour has compelled me to become an 
exile. My ſiſter, ever the partner of my ſorrows, would 
not deſert me at chis period; and has, under this diſ- 
guiſe, conſented to ſhare. my fate. It was my intention 
to repair to Bologna, Paſling through this foreſt ou 
our way thither, we loſt our road, and have reaſon to | 
believe our guide betrayed us; for he diſappeared ſoon |} 
after our entrance into it. Some banditti ruſhed upon 
us, and one of them diſcharged the contents of his piece 
in my ſide. I have, however, reaſon to believe the 
wound I received was not from the hand of-a common 
robber, particularly as our property remains untouched.” 

They all concurred in this opinion. He proceeded: 

1 It is my wiſh to fix my reſidence in ſome retired 
part of France. - My fortune at preſent is not inconſi- 
derable. I ſhould prefer a chateau ſomewhere in the 
vicinity of this ſpot, if ſuch a one could be found un- 
inhabited, where we might ſometimes hope for the ſo- 
ciety of yourſelf and amiable family, to divert the ſoli- 
tude to which we muſt unavoidably conſign ourſelves,” 

Pierre, elated with the idea of the honour about to 
be conferred upon him, began to ſit very uneaſy upon 
his ſeat. Jaqueline Jooked, as ſhe felt, quite entranced; 
and Ella, who had ſat with her eyes fixed on the ele- 
gant ſpeaker, withdrew them in confuſion, as he ri- 
vetted his on her at the end of, his addreſs. 

For ſome time they were all filent, till Edmund, re- 
peating his queſtion, © Whether. he knew of any?“ 
xecalled the wandering ſenſes of Pierre, who replied, in 
ſome trepidation— , 

« Why yes, mi lor (for in Pierre's imagination he was 
already titled)—it is very odd very fortunate, I mean, 
I know of a very beautiful caſtle. To be ſure, it is rather 
old mais n importe! you may live in it for nothing, au 
be thanked too—but then ” 

Here he ſeemed either unable or unwilling to pro- 
ceed. Jaqueline, however, helped him out, exclaim- 
ing, with an energy that ſtartled them— ,,  ., 
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4 Ciel! what are you talking of? Do you think 
madame Margaretta would live in ſuch a place? Why 
it is haunted !” 

Pierre ſeemed vexed and diſconcerted. 

« Why, vraiment! (replied he), there are ſtrange 
things told about this ſame caſtle — Mais pour moi, I don't 
believe them all; but, if you pleaſe, mi ler (addreſſing 
Edmund), I will tell you the legend of this caſtle, and 
of another connected with it.“ 

« T will thank you, if you would firſt let me have a 
view of it (replied Edmund), as perhaps your trouble 
may not be neceſlary.” 

Pierre aſſenting, he took his arm, and together they 
quitted the cottage. In about an hour they returned. 

Edmund was evidently ſatisfied, but ſaid nothing till 
they ſat down to dinner. He then turned to his filter: 


« My dear Margaretta, I have almoſt decided upon 


the affair. You ſhall ſee the caſtle yourſelf; and I 
think, unleſs you have more weakneſs in you than I 
ſuſpect, you will not object to my plan.“ 

fear (replied ſhe, ſmiling) if you allude to the 
haunted caſtle, you will find me a mere woman. One 
only arrangement could induce me to riſk being carried 
off in the night by ſome ſupernatural agent; but of this 
another time. I am now ready to accompany you, 
only requeſting the arm of my young friend Ella.“ 

They then quitted the cot, eſcorted by Edmund and 
la Motte, As they proceeded, Pierre pointed out to 
them the beauties of the ſurrounding objects, 

„Our cottage, madame (ſaid - he to Margaretta), 
which you have ſo much honoured with your preſence, 
is, as you may perceive, ſituated in a valley. Turn 
your eyes to the right: on that eminence you behold 
the magnificent caſtle du Barre, the owners of which 
are more renowned for their military achievements than 
for their domeſtic virtues. Of them you ſhall hear fux- 
ther preſently.” x 


They were now aſcending a ſteep zcclivity, which led 


them to a venerable pile of building, ſituated on the top, 
called the caſtle de Montreuil, and the one to which'they 
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were repairing, The height of the aſcent obliged them to | 


halt ſeveral times; and Pierre, leaving them to the care 
of Edmund, haſted forward to open the gates, They 
at length attained the ſummit, and were welcomed into 
the caſtle. 

This building, like moſt of that age, was a large 
dreary Gothic pile, heavily and irregularly built ; the 
maſſive gates, teſſelated pavement, and high caſements, 
ſtruck a pleaſing awe on the mind of Margaretta, who 
was a child of romance; and ſhe gazed around in ſilent 
admiration. | 

Fatigued with their walk, they ſeated themſelves 
round a ſpacious oak table, in a place which had in 
ancient times been the ſervants hall; and, at Edmund's 
requeſt, Pierre began to relate the ſtory he had heard 


reſpecting this ancient building. They liſtened in 


dreadſul expectation, and he thus began: 
„ Ahis caſtle (ſaid Pierre) was the paternal eſtate of 


the marquis le Brun, and had been for many centuries 


the family reſidence of his anceſtors. I had the honour 
to ſerve him in my youth, and have cauſe to remem- 


ber with gratitude his goodneſs to me; for to him am! 


indebted for all the education I ever received. He was 
at one time high in favour with his ſovereign. The 
diſtinguiſhed marks of attention which he received from 
the late Louis ferved but-to raiſe innumerable enemies 
among the courtiers. The moſt powerful of his com- 
peticors was the baron la Marche, who, from having 
feryed his country m fome ſucceſsful campaigns, could 
ill brook a rival in his monarch's eſteem. 

% However the baron might be entitled to pre- emi- 
nence as a warrior, his private character ill merited 
competition with the marquis. Proud, arrogant, and 
unfeeling, he was deteſted by his vaſſals; while my maſ- 
ter, by his benevolence and amiable manners, attracted 
the love of all who knew him. Diſguſted at length 
with the intrigues of the court, he abruptly retired from 


- bt, and dedicated the remnant of his days to the educa- 


tion of his only fon Edgar, in whoſe dawning mind he 
implanted the feeds of thoſe virtues for which he had 
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himſelf been ſo eminently diſtinguiſhed, The tran- 
quillity he had promiſed himſelf was, however, | ſoon 
diſturbed z for the baron, as if determined to purſue 
him with his hatred, retired to his caſtle, which had for 
many years remained unoccupied (the ſame which I be- 
fore pointed out to you); where he endeavoured, by in- 
numerable malicious acts, to irritate the marquis to open 
rupture. This not having the deſired effect, he had 
recourſe to other meaſures, which too fatally ſucceeded. 
He pretended to be ſincerely ſorry for the manner in 
which he had behaved ; and alledged that he had been 
intirely led into an error reſpecting the marquis's cha- 
rater, by ſome envious reports which he hen found 
were erroneous, and earneſtly ſolicited my maſter's 
friendſhip and forgiveneſs. The marquis, open and 
generous, readily complied; and they renewed the con- 
nection which the late diſagreeable miſunderſtanding 
had interrupted. | K 

The family of the baron la Marche conſiſted of 
one daughter and two ſons. Theodoſia was, at the 
time I now mention, about fiſteen, and as lovely as 
ſhe was amiable. It was not probable that Edgar could 
behold ſo much beauty and excellence without tender 
emotion. Theodoſia likewiſe took delight in his com- 
pany, and a mutual affection ſeemed to gain ground 
daily, The marquis beheld their youthtul fondneſs 
with delight. Nat ſo the baron: his views were more 
ambitious. The duke d'Arville had ſeen Theodoſia, 
and had become a captive to her charms ;. but, as ſhe 
was at that time too young to enter into any ſolemn en- 
gagement, he obtained the baron's promiſe to þeſtow 
her upon him when he returned from Savoy, whither 
he was going to take poſſeſſion of an eſtate lately fallen 
to him by the death of an uncle. He was now hourly 
expected, and the young lovers dreaded the ſpeedy ter- 
mination of all their happineſs. Edgar implored his 
father's interference, and obtained it. The marquis 
was repulſed by the baron with ſcorn, and withdrew, 
overcome with grief and indignation, to condole his 
unhappy ſon. „ be | 
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« Meanwhile the arrival of the duke was announced, 
and preparations were, making at the caſtle du Barre 
for the celebration of the approaching nuptials. Ed- 
gar ſunk into a moſt alarming deſpondency, which 
impaired his health. The phyſician who attended him 


preicribed a warmer climate, and ordered him to paſs - 
into Italy. 


One day he called me to him, with a degree of 
ſeriouſneſs in his looks which terrified me. Pierre 
(is he), will you be my friend? Alas! I have no 
other.“ 

$ His manner affected me. I aſſured him I would 
do any thing in my power to ſerve him. He then ac- 
quainted me that be had had ſeveral private interviews 
with Theodoſia, whom he had at laſt prevailed upon to 
give him her hand, without the knowledge of either the 
baron or the marquis. I ſtarted. He prevented me 
from ſpeaking, by ſaying : * I ſee you diſapprove of my 
plan!'—then added, with ſpirit, * By confiding to you 
this ſecret, I have put myſelf in your power, and now 
throw myſelf entirely upon your generoſity.” 

„ What could I ſay? Too fatally I agreed to aſſiſt 
him in whatever he ſhould propoſe. He looked grate- 
ful and delighted, and continued: | 
- © Theodoſia has a friend in her confeſſor. He will 
aſſiſt us. 'To-morrow I will ſteal out, and meet her at a 
cottage belonging to one of my father's tenants, where 
the prieſt will unite us. We will then throw ourſelves 
at the marquis's feet, and obtain his pardon and conſent 
to let "Theodoſia accompany me to Italy. 

He pauſed. The ſcheme was fo wild and danger- 
ous, that I endeavoured to diſſuade him from it. He 
reminded me reproachſully of my promiſe ; and again 


I was enticed to renew it. We planned the hour moſt 


expedient for our ſcheme; and all ſeemed likely to ſuc- 
Here Edmund -roſe ; and, reminding his fiſter that 


night was faſt approaching, requeſted Pierre to defer 


the remainder of his narrative till their return to the 


cottage; being appreheufive that they, would not other» 
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wiſe have time to view the caſtle. Margaretta reluc- 
tantly complied, and they preceeded to explore the de- 
ſolated apartments of that dreary. building, Ella did 
not ſeem ſo much appalled at its gloomy horrors as did 
Margaretta. She had frequently accompanied Pierre 
when he ſhowed the caſtle to travellers, whoſe curioſity 
induced them to viſit tt. | 

The north wing of the caſtle ſeemed faſt falling to 
decay; and the apartments were ſo damp and comfort- 
leſs that it would be a work of time to make any of them 
habitable. | 

They afterward paſſed on to a ſuite of apartments be- 
longing to the eaſtern wing, which ſeemed more com- 
modious : they had been fitted up in a more modern 
$ ſtyle. Pierre ſhowed them the apartments which had 
been occupied by the baron, and wept as he paſſed a 
ſmall room, where, he ſaid, he uſed to fleep. 

« Ah! (faid he) I am an old man now; but I ſtill 
remember the ſcenes of my youth; and the remem- 
brance gives me a ſenſation I cannot deſcribe : thoſe 
alone who have experienced the loſs of what they once 
loved, can form an idea of it.” 

Edmund fighed, and a long pauſe enſued. 

From the windows they had a view of an extenfive 
country, even at that time of the year adorned with a 
delightful verdure. Pleaſed with the beauty of the ſur- 
rounding ſcenery, Margaretta forgot the innate gloom- 
ineſs of the manſion, and readily conſented to make 
the caſtle their reſidence during their ſtay in. France. 


Night, now rapidly approaching, ſuſpended any further 


inveſtigationz and they quitted the caſtle with alacrity. 


When they reached the cottage, they found Jaque- 


line impatiently expecting them. She had prepared a 
comfortable repaſt, of which they cheerfully partook. 
Pierre was then requeſted by Edmund to procure ſome 
workmen to repair the caſtle, and render it habitable; 
and alſo to find out, among the peaſantry, ſome young 
lolks whom he could ſend thither as ſerrants. To this 
Margaretta added her petition that they would permit 
Ulla to accompany her as a companion, for a ſhort time 
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at leaſt. Pierre ſeemed much averſe to this arrangemert a 
at firſt ; but, atlerigth;*overpowered by their united to. 
licitations, and Jaqueline heartily joining the petitioners, i 


he gave an unwilling aſſent. 


He then aſſured them that in a few days all ſhould f 
be ready for their reception at the caſtle, and afterward 


proceeded to relate the ſequel of his tale : 


At night» (continued he) Theodoſia made ſome | 


retence to retire early, and flipped from the caſtle un. 
perceived. She joined us at the cottage, attended by 
father Francis, where we waited with the moſt alarm- 
ing apprehenſions. To relate minutely the various emo- 
tions which paſſed in every breait, would be too trying 
for your patience: let it ſuffice,” the ſacred ceremony 
was performed, and Theodoſia fainted in the arms of 
her huſband. It was a confiderable time before ſhe was 
ſufficiently recovered to return with us to the calle, 
At length ſhe permitted herſelf to be led into the pre- 
ſence of the marquis; when, throwing herſelf at his 
feet, ſhe implored pardon and protection. A fatal pre- 
ſentiment ſeemed to ruſh at once to his heart, and de- 
prived him of ſenſe and motion. He dropped inſtan- 
taneouſly in a fit of apoplexy, and was carried to bed; 
where he continued in a moſt alarming ſtate. 


« During this time my young maſter entertained 


the moſt dreadful apprehenſions for the fate of Ihco- 
doſia, whom it was impoſlible for him to conduct to a 
place of fafety during the alarming indiſpoſition of the 
marquis. At length it was determined that I ſhould 
conduct her to ſome ſecure retreat. We accord- 


ingly quitted the caſtle, in the diſguiſe of peaſants. ? 


We paſled the foreſt in ſafety; but, juſt as we were 
congratulating ourſelves upon our fortunate eſcape, we 
were {urrounded by a party of vaſſals belonging to the 
baron, and headed by his eldeſt ſon. I fought boldly, 
determined to protect my lady to the laſt; until, over- 
powered by their number, I at length dropped ſenſeleſs 
from my horſe, and was left by the aſſaſſins covered 
with wounds. Some benevolent peaſants took me to 
their hut, and uſed every means for my recovery: 
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Their humanity preſerved my life; and in a ſnort time 
was enabled to return to the caſtle. Alas! my dear 
maſter had breathed his laſt! The dreadful tidings I had 
to communicate, added to the late melancholy event, 
threatened to overthrow the reaſon of the diſtracted 
Edgar. For ſome months he lingered on the bed of 
ſickneſs. Youth and a good conſtitution at length tri- 
umphed over his malady; and, at his firſt return to 
health, he declared it his intention to purſue his wife, 
whom the aflaſſins had carried off, even to death. He 
kept his word, only to plunge himſelf in ſtill greater 
miſery.” | 

The lateneſs of the hour now rendered it neceſſary 
for the party to break up. Margarctta, with difficulty, 
conquered the curioſity which was excited in her mind 
by Pierre's narrative; and, after obtaining from him a 
promiſe to renew it at the earlieſt opportunity, took her 
candle and retired to her apartment; her thoughts 
wholly occupied with the adventures of the unfortunate 
Theodoſia. | 

For ſeveral Ar Pierre was prevented, by the indiſ- 
penſable duties of his ſtation, from continuing his reci- 
tal. At length Margaretta took the opportunity, one 
evening when ſhe found him leſs employed than uſual, 
to remind him of the unfiniſhed ſtate in which he had 
left his narrative, and entreated he would ſatisfy her 
cunolity, by favouring her with the concluſion of it. 
The reſt of the family, being preſent, ſeconded her 
requeſt, He inſtantly proceeded, in the following 
manner: 

Tou will not, madam, I hope, accuſe me of va- 
nity in making ſuch frequent mention of my own ac- 
tions, as it is almoſt impoſſible for me to avoid it; my 
fate being ſo cloſely involved with that of my maſter, 
L had at one time a profeſſed attachment to Jaque- 
line (Theodoſia's woman), which proved afterward of 
more advantage to my maſter than we had ever thought 
of. By her means I learned whatever paſſed at the caſtle, 
I {till carried on my communications with her, and from 


her gained intelligence that Theodoſia had been brought. 
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home, treated with almoſt inhuman feverity ; and that } 
the baron had ſent her to a convent in Italy, near Padua, 
where ſhe would remain for life, or till ſuch time as the 


marquis ſhould withdraw his pretenſions.“ 

& How can you account (ſaid Margaretta, interrupting 
Pierre) for the baron's obſtinacy, in rejecting a man of 
the marquis's rank? 


In three ways, madam (replied Pierre): firſt, the | 


baron's pride of anceſtry was great: the title of marquis 
was but newly created ; and that order was, in many in- 
ſtances, (to ule the baron's words), a muſhroom nobility: 
ſecondly, his avarice was great; and it was well known 
that, although the marguis was endowed-with a compe- 
tent fortune, he was not ſo affluent as the duke, to whom 
the baron raiſed his ambitious eye; the laſt and greateſt 
ohjection was, that, through ſome family arrangement, 

the marquis was a heretic.” 

Margaretta allowed the weight of this objection; and 
Pierre proceeded : 


Loaded with Jaqueline's intelligence, I repaired |} 


joyfully to my dear maſter, and gladdened his forrowful 
— with the proſpect of once more beholding a beloved 
Wille. ä 

I attended him to Italy, whither he directly haſtened, 
and immediately went to the convent of St. Clare; at 
the gates of which, with all the impetuoſity of a lover, 
he demanded Theodcſia as his wife. The plea was de- 
nied; and, to his inexpreſſible mortification, he learned 
that the baron had not placed his daughter there as 2 
boarder, but as a novice, and that ſhe was actually now 
wearing the white veil. 

« 'The lady abbeſs declared, that, as the young lad; 
was placed there, and expreſsly under her care, by her 
father, to no authority but his would ſhe relign ſo pre- 
cious a charge, After conſiderable altercation, the only 
indulgence the marquis could obtain was that of ſceing 
his wife through the grate. K 
My poor maſter eagerly embraced this permiſſion. 
Siſter Frances (the name "Theodoſia had aſſumed) was 
ſummoned. Her pale and altered face filled the marquis 
with grief and rage. He implored ſhe would permit him 
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to effect her releaſe ; to which ſhe deſpairingly conſented ;. 
and, from herſelf, he gained the means by which he 


might effect her deliverance, She gave him a direction 
to the monaſtery of St. Egbert, which was about three 
miles diſtant, and defired him there to inquire for-father 
Luke, who was the identical friar that married them, and 


was now confeſſor to the nuns in the convent of St. 


Clare. Thither he repaired, and eaſily obtained an in- 
terview. The good father readily promiſed his aſſiſtance; 


and, in the courſe of half an hour's conference, they 


planned the method of proceeding to be adopted. 
© Some fraud will be unavuidably neceſſary (ſaid father 
Luke) to obtain our end: you muſt, therefore, write to 
Theodoſia, which I will take care to deliver to her at 
matins to-morrow, in which you muſt adviſe her to pre- 
tend illneſs when retiring to reſt, and to intimate a de- 
fire to the abbeſs to ſee me. This will have the deſired 
effect: I ſhall be immediately ſeat for, and will contrive 
to perſuade the ſiſterhood that it is 3 neceſſary 
for me to continue with her all night. I deſign to pro- 
cure a dreſs ſimilar to my own, in which ſiſter Frances 
may diſguiſe herſelf. You muſt provide a carriage and a 
change of dreſs, with which Pierre may wait at the end 
of the road leading to the wood. With this key, which 
gives me tree COS into the convent, you may enter the 
| Chapel; and, in the veſtibule, wait for Theodoſia, who 
will join you when the bell chimes three. For myſelf, 
I ſhall, at break of day, return to the monaſtery. ' It will 
be ſome hours after that ſiſter Frances will be miſled.” 
© But (f{aid the marquis) how will it be poſſible to 
prevent the abbeſs from being acquainted with the part 
you acted in our eſcape ?” | ; 
© Leave that to me (replied father Luke, ſignificantly). 
Let me have your purſe well repleniſhed ; and I will en- 
790 the ſuperior's anger will not fall very heavily on my 
cad. | 8 
« The marquis was both ſhocked and ſurpriſed. 
Is it pogdle* (be exclaimed)—Has gold. the power 
even ta corr8pt the ſacred profeſſors of religion ??7 
And are you ſo ignorant, my ſon (rejojned the friar) 
to ſuppoſe it ever fallible ? However, he datisfied. If. you 
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can eſcape without the ſiſterhood being alarmed, you are 
ſafe; for, if even that powerful opiate ſhould fail of its 
uſual effeR, I have other reſources, which are certain to 
ſucceed. Yes (he added, while his eyes kindled with 
ſudden fire); I can awe this imperious abbeſs into ſilence, 
But 1 anon now attend veſpers. Adieu ! Heaven proſ- 

r you! 

« At that time the mind of the marquis was too much 
occupied with his own affairs, to dwell long on the myſte- 
rious manner in which father Luke had concluded his di- 
rections. Upon leiſure, however, they recurred forcibly 
to his memory; and, when he returned to the monaſtery 
with his letter, he expreſſed his deſire for information, 


The father graſped his hand with energy; and, the tears 


ſtarting to his eyes, ſaid: 

My ſtory is ſhort, and to you, unintereſting. It ma 
not perhaps be ſo to ſiſter Frances. This (he Gavel 
taking a roll of paper from his boſom) give to her. It 
may perhaps excite a tear from her to the memory of her 
mother.” 

Again he wrung the hand of the marquis, and 
quitted him abruptly, They met no more. 

« At the appointed hour the following evening, we 
had every thing in readineſs. My maſter entered the 
chapel, and preſently, to my inexpreſſible delight, returned 
the fair friar. The marchioneſs ſoon threw aſide her 
gown and cowl; but, as a diſguiſe was ſtill neceſlary, 
aſſumed a Spaniſh dreſs procured for the occaſion. 

« We ſoon reached Rome, where they were publicly 
eſpouſed ; and, all danger of ſeparation being then ſup- 
poſed over, the marquis no longer delayed his return to 
the caſtle de Montreuil. 

« After a few days ſtay at Rome, we returned; but 
happineſs was no more to be found within the once peace- 
ful walls of our caſtle! The very firit night after our 
arrival, the gates were burſt open, and my dear maſter 
was dragged from his bed by a of armed men, who 
produced a lettre- de- cuchet, by which they were autho- 


riſed to convey him to the Baſtile. In the midſt of the 


conſufion, to complete our horror, a freſh party of men 
arrived, wich the baron's order to bring the marchioneſs 
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to the caſtle, © The agony of their parting is indeſeriba- 
ble, I accompanied him, in ſpite of reſiſtance, to the 
priſon, where I cloſed the eyes of the beſt of maſters. 

« ] was granted my liberty, and returned to learn the 
fate of the unfortunate marchioneſs from Jaqueline, 
whoſe affection my troubles had not weakened. . She 
acquainted me that Theodoſia had been treated with the 
greateſt ſeverity by her inhuman father; that the uſage 
the received, added to her grief at loſing. the marquis, 
brought on a delirious complaint, with which ſhe ſtrug- 
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in bringing a female infant into the world, which ſoon, 
it is ſaid, — the ſame fate. 


« The baron, as if happy to be releaſed from his trou- 


eldeſt ſon, a vicious and profligate young fellow. Con- 
ſiderable property was entailed upon the eldeſt child of 
the baron, Whether male or female, and to its heirs for 
ever. This property, ſince the death of the marchioneſs, 
devolves upon Frederic, the fon I mentioned, and enu- 
bles him to indulge in all his exceſſes without injuring his 
patrimonial inheritance. There is now one ſon at home, 


miſeration he is deteſted by his tyrannic father and bro- 
ther, who treat him with unceaſing rigour. | 

« Soon after the death of the marchioneſs, her father 
ſeized-upon this caſtle, in her right; but, at his conſci- 


mained an uſeleſs incumbrance; and, ſomehow or other, 
the ſtory of the marquis getting wind, reports of a very 
injurious nature to the character of the baron were circu- 
latedz to do away which, he has put it up for ſale at a 
very trifling price, in hopes that, after it has been ſome 
time inhabited, the reports, which were gaining ground 
every day, will be forgot. n 


gave me her hand. Together we retired to this cottage.) 
fart my ſmall portion of land: and, but for the melan- 
choly remembrance of paſt events, ſhould be completely 
happy.“ unden! N 925 Nn „el 
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gled ſome months, and terminated her miſerable exiſtence 


bleſome charge, ſoon reſumed all his gaiety, and launched 
into every extravagance, to gratify the paſſions of his 


named Theodore, the very counterpart of the amiable 
'Theodofia, whoſe fate he ever laments ; for whichcom- 


ence was rather troubleſome to him at that time, it re- 


Jaqueline, no longer willing to ſtay in the caſtle} 


j 
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« Pray (aſked Margaretta, when Pierre had finiſhed), 
may I requeſt to know how long you have been married?” 
FF fifteen years, madam,” ſaid Pierre incau- 

ULoully. | 

eee ſmiled, and then changed the ſubject. 

« There is one thing (ſaid ſhe) vexes me. Did you 
never know the contents of the roll of paper given by 
father Luke to the marquis? 

„ I did not, madam (replied Pierre); it was never 
opened by the marchioneſs, to my knowledge: and ſa- 
queline, who was in her confidence, fays the ſame.” 

Margaretta muſed awhile ; then turned to Edmund, 
and aſked his opinion. { , | 

He replied, that “ he did not think Pierre's narration 
had any tendency to make them renounce their intention 
of reſiding in the caſtle, as they need have no intercourſe 
with the baron.” | 
" Their eſtabliſhment was ſoon ſettled ; nominated by 
Pierre, and approved by Edmund. - There was to attend 
upon him, as his eſquite, a peaſant youth, named Mau- 
rice, who was (in La Motte's phraſe) “ able to turn his 
band to any thing.” 

Gillian, an elderly clean woman, who, with her 
little black-eyed daughter, Louiſa, were to ſerve in the 
capacity of cook and houſe-maid, completed their houſe- 
hold ; excepta black, named Oda, whoſe province it was 
to take care of the horſes, and'bring proviſions from the 
Rar 9 n,, 

. Oda had formerly belonged to a party of banditti, who 
held rendezvous in a cavern in the foreſt. | Being diſ- 
covered by the police, a party of officers were ſent to 
apprehend them. Oda, who had-ever been diſtinguiſhed 
for his valour and intrepidity, fought furiouſly, All his 
exertions were, notwithſtanding: his bravery, vain : his 
comrades were totally routed; and he, with difficulty 
made his eſcape, covered with wounds. He reached the 
wood which was adjacent to Pierre's cottage, at night- 


fall ; and that benevolent cottager, hearing the groans of | : 


diſtreſs, haſtened to his aſſiſtance. Alarmed by the ſenſe 
of his danger, Oda voluntarily confeſſed who he wWas, 
and expreſſed the moſt ardent repentance for his paſt con- 
duct. La Motte, whoſe boſom was ever alive to huma- 
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IX nity, received him; and, with unremitting vigilance, at- 
tended him during his illneſs. The poor wretch profeſſed 
the warmeſt gratitude, and promiſed to ſerve him the re- 
mainder of his life. He had neither money nor friends; 
and offered La Motte to work day and night, if he would 
but keep him as his flave. 3p 

Pierre, happy to fave a ſoul from perdition, found man 
ways of making him uſeful; and was in time ſo muc 
pleaſed with his conduct, that he entertained not a doubt 
of his fidelity : and now, as ſuch an advantageous fitua- 
tion ſeemed to offer for the aggrandiſement of his pro- 
tegs, he recommended him, with enthuſiaſtic encomiums, 
to Edmund, © For (ſaid Pierre) if he is once attached 
to you, which I am fure he ſoon will be, he will guard 
your property at the hazard of his life, and will be of 
more ſervice to you than my houſe-dog ; for (entre nous) 
as honour is the word among thieves, he will be able to 
prevent any of his brother banditti from moleſting > ,c mal 

Edmund laughed at this whimſical recommendation, 
which, nevertheleſs, had fome reaſon in it; and the mat- 
ter was ſpeedily decided. | 

Edmund every day inſpeQed the progreſs of his work- 
men in the caſtle, and had the ſatisfaction of ſeeing them 
proceed rapidly in their improvements. The aſpect of 
the ſouth wing was entirely changed, and became now neat 
and commodious. 

In a fortnight” it was ready for their reception; when 
Edmund and Margaretta, with their little ſuite, Ella, 
Gillian, Louiſa, Maurice and Oda, repaired to take 

| poſſeſſion of their new reſidence; which, to the roman- 

dic mind of Margaretta, had a thouſand charms; and 

Ella's little heart, fluttering. at the flattering. proſpects 
drawn by her vivid imagination, felt equal delight. 

It needed not very powerful efforts to reconcile them 
to their new habiration ; the luxuriant beauty of the ſur- 
rounding landſcape could not fail exciting enthuſiaſtic ad- 
miration in every ſpectator. Margaretta was not inſen- 
ſible to the charms of nature; and, happy in the ſociety 
of her attentive and humble friend Ella, her time paſſed 
very pleaſantly at the caſtle de Montreuil. Together 
they worked, read, ſang, or walked; while the conde- 
ſcending and affable manners of the one, and the un- 
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aſſuming gentleneſs. of the other, inſenſibly leſſened the 


diſtance between them, and eſtabliſhed a confidential 
freedom, the more agreeable as being the leſs reſtrained, 
In one of their ſocial rambles, the fineneſs of the eve- 
ning tempted them to ſtroll to the cottage of Pierre la 

otte. The rich tints which the ſetting ſun caſt on 
the ſurrounding. ſcenery forcibly attracted the attention of 
Margaretta; and Ella, withdrawing her arm, wandered, 
in pleaſing meditation, a few paces forward. 
They were on the edge of the eminence on which the 
caſtle ſtood, when a ſhrill whiſtle cauſed Margaretta to 
ſtart from her reverie, Her foot flipped, and ſhe rolled 
with violence down the precipice. Alarmed at her 
ſcreams, Ella haſtened after her as faſt as poſſible; and, 
when arrived at the bottom, found her, to all appearance 
lifeleſs, ſupported in the arms of an elegant youth, who 
leaned over her with the moſt anxious ſolicitude depic- 
tured in his countenance. 
For ſme time, Ella was too much occupied in her 
endeavours to recover Margaretta,. to pay any attention 
to the ſtranger; who, as ſoon as returning recollection 
ſeemed to animate his fair burthen, extended his hand to 
Ella, and requeſted to be introduced. She bluſhed, look- 
ed down, and, in a tremulous accent, murmured, The- 
odere la Marche!“ | 

Margaretta returned his ſalutation with ſome embar- 
raſiment; and, not being materially hurt by the fall, they 

roceeded on their way. Theodore entered into a fami- 

[2 chat with Ella; and, under various trifling pretences, 
contuuued to wait with them. His converſation was 


lively, ſenſible, and intereſting : his manners and perſon 
inſinuating. When about to return, he hegged to be 


indulged in the pleaſure of ſeeing them home — a requeſt 
E though undeſired by Margaretta, was urged in 

uch an unpreſuming manner, that ſhe found it impoſ- 
fable to refuſe, When preſented to Edmund as the pre- 
ſerver of his ſiſter, he modeſtly declined all thanks; pro- 
ok that it was entirely owing to his calling to his dog 

hat ſhe met with an accident which might have proved 
fatal in its conſequences. K 5 
Edmund laughing, ſaid he feared the danger was not yet 


over, and they ſoon became the belt friends imaginable. | 
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When Theodore took his leave, Margaretta rallied 
Ella upon the attentions of the —. la Marche. To 
avoid her arch inſinuation, Ella ſaid, that when the un- 
kind treatment of the baron rendered home irkſome to 
Theodore, he would often pay a viſit to his old ſervant 
at the cottage. At thoſe times he would fit and read to 
her, often correcting her voice when ſinging, and taking 
pains to inſtruct her in Italian. She declared he had al- 
ways behaved to her with the affection of a brother ra- 
ther than with any other pretenſions ; that her father and 


mother had always encouraged the intimacy, which ſhe 


was certain they would not have done, had there been 
any impropriety. | | | 

She ſpoke with a warmth that excited Margaretta's 
aſtoniſhment, Edmund ſmiled at her eloquence; but 


there was a kind of contemptuous motion in his under 


lip that cut her to the ſoul ; and ſhe haſtily withdrew, to 
conceal the tears which unbidden ruſhed to her eyes. 
Margaretta inſtantly quitted the room, firſt gently chiding 
her brother for his conduct, and went in ſearch of Ella. 
She found her leaning againſt the wall, in an agony of 
tears. She addreſſed her in the moſt endearing expreſ- 
ſions; and, after (he was a little ſoothed into compoſure, 
led her back to the ſitting- room; and the ſubject Was 
then dropped. 15 | 
A whimſical occurrence happened, a few days after, 
which ſerved but to confirm the ſuſpicions which Edmund 
and his ſiſter had entertained, with regard to Ella's at- 
tachment, Walking one evening in the garden, they 
accidentally heard a converſation between Oda and Mau- 
rice; the latter of whom was praifing the beauty of hi 
favourite Rofaz. attain 
Oda replied; with triumph, « Your girl may be pretty 
<—_— but ſhe is nothing to compare with my Ella.“ 
+ Your Ella! (replied Maurice, contemptuouſly)— 
Who made her yours?“ CL | 
Her conſent and mine;”” retorted Oda with a grin. 
Edmund turned to Ella: her pale countenance ſufficie. 
ently denied the veracity of the charge. 
nable to maſter his indignation, Edmund, ruſting be- 
N the trees, ſeized Oda by. the collar, exclaiming, 
Villain! how dare you 2 thus of miſs la Motte 
J 
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Oda, with a ſpring diſengaging himſelf from bis graſp, 
geplied, with intrepidity, * By the fame authority with 
which you ' preſume to. interfere between us.” 
Edmund clapped his hand on his ſword ; but was pre- 
vented. from drawing it by the ſcreams of Ella, who 
unted in the arms of Margaretta, He flew to ſupport 
er; and Oda ſtalked away, grinding his teeth with hor- 


rid malignity, | 


| Margatetta cut the lace of her ſtays, to give freer cir- 
culation ; when a ſmall miniature of a young man, which 
ſhe inſtantly recollected to be the reſemblance. of I heo- 
dore, arreſted her attention. She endeavoured to con- 
ceal it from Edmund: but it was too late; his eyes were 
already rivetted upon it. Willing, however, to ſpare her 
delicacy, they let the incident paſs unnoticed; and Ella 
8 the caſtle, ignorant of the diſcovery 
hat had been made. EVR 

The following morning, Theodore paid them a viſit; 
but was received by Edmund with a formal politeneſs, 
by Margaretta with undiſſembled coldneſs, and by Ella 
with a mixture of artleſs tenderneſs and apprehenſive ti- 
midity. Surpriſed at a reception ſo unfriendly, Theodore 


ſoon put an end to his viſit, and took bis leave of them 


* 
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with evident uneaſineſs. 


When they ſeparated for the night, Ella, no longer 
able to,endure the coldneis with which ſhe was treated 
both by Edmund and bis ſiſter, threw. her arms round the 
neck of the latter, and implored to know in what inſtance 
the had offended. n Did m: 

Margaretta, moved by her tears from her aſſumed re- 
igrye, embraced her affectionately, and aſſured her, that it 
was only ſolicitude for her weltare made her act in a man- 


ner which might perhaps be thought unking and ofſicious 


by- Ela adding, in a ſoſter voice, Believe me, Ella, 


my affection for you iꝭ not diminiſhed, although you have 


endeavoured to deceive me.” 


Heavens! (eried Ella) in what bave L ever at- 
tempted to degeive my loved benefactreſs? 


« By concealing your attachment, Margaretta Las 


plied, regarding her 8ttentivelys.; vi tg co 
Confued and abaſhed, the itembling Ella funk at her 
ſeot, no I aim to eur Jax: voy 2165 wor | te i; 
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1 Forgive me, deareſt madam; let the hopeleſſneſs of 


my ſtate plead my pardon ; but, oh! madam, now you 
have diſcovered my unhappy ſecret, will you not ſpurn 


me from you for ever Mk 


No, my eſtimable girl (cried Margaretta, raiſing 


her), L will only attempt to point out to you the impro- 
priety of herithing a paſſion which is ſo unlikely ever 
to be gratiſied- at 
Ella raiſed her eyes, with a melancholy expreſſion, to 
Margaretta, who continued © at leaſt, while the preſent 
inſupportable obſtacles remain. The diſtance. at which 
fortune has placed you from: the object of your affection, 
precludes, even -hope, notwithſtanding. a mutual; paſſion 
mi . * 
lla graſped her arm.— Ah! do you ſay . 
Then, drawing her. hand acroſs her forehead, reſumed, 
« However that may be, do not think, dear madam, that 
I am ſo unworthy. your kind regard, as to encourage a 
ſentiment which, ] plainly ſee, would be productive of 
much pain to my beſt, my only friend.“ 4 
Margaretta ſtarted, and changed colour. Ella heſitated, 
and continued — EY ne 
No: I have a ſoul that could never harbour an un- 
grateful wiſh, .' From this moment, I will ſuppreſs my 
preſumptuous hopes.” by” & S127 
The dignity of her manner, and the tear of inward 
diſtreſs that gliſtened in her eyes, ſo much affected Mar- 
garetta, that ſhe caught her in her arms, embiaced her 
affectionately, and vowed ſhe would ſacrifice her own 
deareſt intefeſt to promote the happineſs of her y 
friend. Their ſpirits were ſo much exhauſted, that, un- 
able to continue the converſation, they retired immedi- 
ately to reſt. : | od 
The converſation of the preceding evening ſeemed to 
have removed a weight from the minds of Margazetta 
and Ella, which had long "ſeemed to oppreſs them, and 
they met at table with a cheerfulneſs, the reſult of in- 
ward rectitude ; but, as if fate was determined to fruſtrate 
their generous deſign, Edmund was ſeized with an im- 
penetrable melancholy, which all the lively ſallies of Ella 
proved inefficient to diſpel. At length, to amuſe: him, 
Margaretta, who attributed his gloom to the effects of 
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ſome lettets that he had received from England, propoſed 
viſiting the weſtern 'tower—a part which had hitherto 
remained unexplored by them—a part to which ſuperſti- 
- tious horrors had ever been annexed. 

They aſcended the ſpiral ſtair-caſe, and arrived at 2 
fpacious ſaloon, round which were doors of rich carved 
work, the figures of which were very much mutilated ; 
in the interſtices were placed figures of warriors in com- 
plete armour, of ſuch exquiſite workmanſhip that they 
exactly reſembled life. e 
Gillian, who attended with the great bunch of keys, 
tried ſeveral before ſhe could find one which belonged to 
either. of the doors. While ſhe was trying them, Mar- 
garetta was expreſſing to her brother her regret at never 
having difcovered this ſuite of apartments before. 

« Who knows, my dear (ſaid Edmund, when ſhe had 
finiſhed), what terrible demons may inhabit theſe rooms? 
Surely, they have not remained to moulder in neglect 
without ſome caule.” 

By this time one of the doors was opened, and they 
entered a large dormitory, The furniture was dark 
_”= damaſk, with broad gold fringe; the windows, 

igh and narrow, were painted in ſtrange devices; the 
moth-eaten tapeſtry. repreſented the whole hiſtory of the 
bible: but, what ſurpriſed them moſt, was, that the 
whole air of the room, though evidently falling to dgcay, 
ſeemed to diſcover ſigns of recent inhabitation. 

Ella ſaid, ſhe had heard from her father that the old 
marquis had always been partial to that part of the caſtle, 
and had taken great pains, during the life of his lady, to 
ornament it; but that, after his death, his ſon, not being 
able to endure the mournful recollection, had cauſed it to 
be ſhut up. | 

This was further authenticated by a large library, which 
opened into.it, and which they found in tolerable order, 
Such an * acquiſition gave Margaretta, who was paſſion- 
ately fond- of reading, infinite delight; and. ſhe ſecretly 
reſolved to make this her favourite retirement. Taking 
a few of the books from the ſhelves, the was mortified to 
find that they were chiefly-old Greek and Latin authors, 
none of 'which ſhe underſtood; a great number of Ger- 
man, and ſome poets in the Arabic, This misfortune 
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was ſoon repaid; by the diſcoyery of the firſt Italian poet, 
and the dramatic works of our beſt authors. Theſe were 
valuable acquifitions-to the whole party, who now more 
than ever regretted the time that had been loſt previous 
to the diſcovery. -/ 


They then quitted the library, and paſſed through ſeve- 


ral dreary and comfortleſs rooms: the laſt they came to was 
a noble picture- gallery, adorned with portraits of the Le 
Brun family for centuries paſt. One picture repreſented 
a venerable warrior, whom, by the martial trophies that 
were placed round it, they concluded to be the old marquis. 
„And this (ſaid Margaretta, pointing to the next) 
is in all probability his ſon.“ 2 | 
The figure ſhe alluded to was that of a youth remark- 
ably handſome, and of à moſt graceful deportment; 
a page was holding the bridle of a horſe, which the cava» 
lier was preparing to mount; while the eyes of the latter 
were turned on the ſpectator with a look of anxious re- 
gret, and ſeemed to expreſs a parting adieu. 
The admiration of Margaretta was for a moment ſuſ- 
pended by Ella, who, taking the miniature from her bo- 
ſom, alternately viewed that and the portrait, exclaiming, 
„What a reſemblance I—-It is certainly the ſame !” 
Margaretta advanced to view them; and beheld, with 
ſurpriſe, not the features of Theodore la Marche, but 
thoſe of the young: marquis. | | 
4 Pardon me, madam (ſaid Ella), that I have never 
made you acquainted with the manner in_which 1 became 
poſſeſſed of this picture. But the whole circumſtance 
carries with it ſuch an air of romance, that I am al- 
ways unwilling to repeat it: I will, to night, relate the 
particulars,” 10 ' . | ; 
I fear (ſaid Edmund, with an air that he meant to be 


gay) Theodore will find a formidable rival in yon bloom- | 


ing canvas. : | 
© Reſerve your raillery (ſaid Ella) till you have heard 
my ſtory ; then I will give you licence to torment me. 
Their converſation.was interrupted by a loud noiſe in 
the corridor: a door was ſhut with violence, and fuotſteps 
were diſtinMly heard) advancing,” and again died away in 
diſtance. Ella fle uw to Edmund for protection; but he 
baſtily left her to the care of Margaretta, Who was 2 
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perfect heroine, and went in ſearch of the object that cauſed 
their alarm. | | Py tne! 

Voices ſtill continued to be heard now much nearer, 
and the name of Ella was audibly repeated ſeveral times. 
Frantic with terror, Matgaretta called on Edmund, Her 
courage began to fail; but no ſound was returned. To 
complete their horrid expectations, a door at the further | 
end of the gallery, hitherto | unperceived by them, was 
violently ſhaken, and at length burſt open, Unable any 
longer to command her' reſolution, Ella was finking to 
the ground, when ſhe was caught inthe arms of Theodore, 

« Gracious heaven ! (cried Margaretta) why did you 
terrify us in ſuch a manner? Where is my brother!“ 

Let him ſpeak for himſelf,” ſaid Theodore, pointing 
to Edmund, who that moment entered; and, perceiving 
the ſituation of Ella, ſnatched her from his arms, exclaim- 
ing, 8 Good God, fir ! you have killed her My deareſt 

la 92 | 

Margaretta turned pale, and tremblingly caſt her eyes 
toward Theodore ; who, ſmiling at his unguarded vehe- 
mence, replied, . Not quite ſo bad. See, ſhe revives.” |} 

She had indeed recovered, and heard the laſt words of 
Edmund, and felt the preſſure with which he claſped her 
to his boſom. She diſengaged herſelf from his graſp; ' 
and replied, her face and neck covered with crimſon, * 
« Nay, do not accuſe the chevalier : it was entirely my 
own ſuperſtitious folly.” | ; 
Edmund looked very angry ſtill; and Theodore, to 
account for the alarm he had ſo unintentionally cauſed | 
them, alledged that, arriving at the caſtle, he learned from 
Louiſa that they were gone to explore the weſtern tower. 
Not willing to be omitted in ſuch an heroic exploit, be 
haſtened after them; broke the firſt door he met with, 
which happened to open into a dark room; that, hearing 
their voices at a diſtance, he called to Ella, that her reply | 
might convince him of their ſituation. He faid, the 
echo had at firſt ſtartled him; but, upon repetition, he 
became diverted. with that which, by multiplying the | 


ſounds, gave them fo much terror ©« So much power 


has habit,” added he, “ that this caſtle, which once I 
could not enter without the moſt poignant affliction, now 
affords me a pleaſing melancholy when in it.“ 
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« Perhaps, we may attribute your cure to more cauſes 
4 than habit, ſaid Edmund, drily. | 
; This was uttered in a moment of pique ; but; no ſooner _ 
„a he obſerve the dejection which overcaſt the features of 
WM Theodore, than the natural benevolence. of his heart re- 
turned; and, catching his hand with warmth, he faid, 
« Come, my friend, let us quit this ſcene, I perceive it 
revives unpleaſant recollections.” | ; 44 
Margaretta would. not let them quit the tower before 
me had loaded them well with books; proteſting, that 
the flutter into which her ſpirits had been thrown that day, 
would prevent her from returning for ſome time. 
When Theodore was taking leave, he ſaid, penſively, 
« | fear, my dear friends, I ſhall ſoon be deprived of the 
8 pleaſure of your ſociety. My brother, who has been in 
8 England, has, I. underſtand, married there; and is pre- 
a ping with his lady, to viſit my father at the caſtle. 
My viſits here will therefore, of neceſſity, be leſs frequent 
than heretofore;—a privation which will be more ſeverely 
felt by myſelf than any one.” | | 
» 4 Edmund took upon him to anſwer for them all, that 
be did them injuſtice ; but the eyes of the females ſpoke 
more aſſurance to his heart than his friend's rhetoric, 
When he was gone, Edmund faid, “ declare, I feel 
uncommonly intereſted for that young man. Nor am I 
ſingular in my opinion, I believe; for his departure ſeems: 
to have caſt an unaccountable gloom over us all.“ =— 
« It has (ſaid Margaretta, ſtarting from a profound - 
meditation into which the had fallen). Do Ella, tell us __ 
the hiſtory of your picture now. It will amuſe us much, | 


o and drive horrid thoughts out of my head.“ 
he 4 Willingly,” faid Ella; and immediately began: Y 
h 4 It waz, as well as I can remember,” faid ſhe, 3 
4 . 


<.when I was about fix years of age, that I was confined: 
to my bed through ſome flight indiſpoſition. My bed 
was in a little cloſet adjoining the room where my father 
and mother uſually fat, when I heard the former lay — 
How unfortunate it is that Ella ſhould be ill juſt | 
now, when ſhe is particularly wanted at the caſtle !——At: A 
any rate, her viſits there muſt be lets frequent than before.” of 
Indeed, ſaid my mother, it will ſoon be neceſſary 
for them 20 be intirely, withheld, as it is an indulgence. 
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likely to be productive of more harm than good on either 
ſide. Beſides, Ella is now growing too old to let ſuch 
a ſingular circumſtance paſs without obſervation; for 

Here I loſt the ſound of their Words; and, preſently, 
they retired to reſt. On the following day I was rather 
better; and my mother, after fondling me a great deal, 
took ſome beautiful cloaths out of an old cheſt, and dreſied 
me in them. I aſked innocently,” where they were going 
to take me? They replied, to my godmama, who was tick, 

Day wore away; and, as night approached, they 
began to prepare for their excurſion. My father wrapped 
me in a large cloak, the hood of which he drew ſo much 
over my face that it intirely obſtructed my ſight; my mo- 
ther held a lantern; and then the proceſſion began. The 
walk ſeemed to mea long one. Atlength we arrived at 
a high iron gate, Where my father put me down, in order 
to open it; which when done, he again took me in his 
arms, and deſcended a flight of narrow'ſtone ſtairs. When 
we reached the bottom, he 'took the cloak from me; and, 
giving me into my mother's arms, quitted us. 

% Again he returned, and again I was ſet on foot; 
and, between them, they led me into a ſpacious apart- 
ment. A diſmal lamp was burning on à table ncar a 
ſopha, upon which reclined'a lady, whoſe figure, though 
pale and emaoiated, {truck me as very beautiful. My mo- 
ther led me to her. Her arms were extended to receive 
me; and, hen claſped in her embrace, I felt warm 
tears fall on the back of my neck. My little hegrt 
was too much agitated to attend to what paſſed; but, af- 
ter a while, I heard her ſay, I feel, my dear friends, 1 
ſhall not live to ſee this ſWeet girl again. I will, therefore, 
now. beſtow upon her an invaluable gift.” She then took 
this miniature from her boſom, Ee it, and I ſaw large 
tears roll dowa her cheeks, as the regarded the features 
with admiration; © Then, tying it round my neck, ſhe 
ſaid, Be careful of this, my dear Ella: it has been for 

years my only: conſolation ? 

4 looked ut the picture; then piteouſly in her face, 
ſaying, Indeed, it is very pretty; but I cannot take it 
from you, while you cry for it.“ 

e ghe claſped me eagerly in her arms, preſt me cloſe to 
ber boſons; then, putting me. from her, cried haſtily, 


r ⅛— A yu. wa» 


* bk 


L 


6 Roa . . 


Ds MONTREUILIL and Du BARRE. 29 
© Take her away take her away, Pierre It is making 
life too valuable to me.” | 
« My father was leading me from the room, when 
ſhe again called him back, and embraced me tenderly z 
then turning, hid her face in the ſopha, while my mother 
took me out. My father came after us: he led us through 
ſeveral dark and cold paſſages, and again wrapped me in 
te cloak, from which I was no more releaſed till we 
8 were within our own cottage. I aſked ſeveral childiſh queſ- 
tions; but was always repulſed with ſo much anger that 
I dared not make any further inquiries. Yet never, were 
I to live a thouſand years, will the leaſt action of the ſcene 
be obliterated from my — it made an impreſſion 
upon my mind never to be eraſed. _ ; 
« The picture I was cautioned never to ſhow to any 
one, upon pain of their moſt ſevere diſpleaſure; and I 
loved and honoured them too much to diſobey them. 
« A few weeks after this, my father came home, after 
a ſhort abſence, in a very penſive humour. He had been 
to the market- town; and, among his uſual purchaſes, he 
this time brought a black hat, ſkirt, and faſh for me. 
His hand trembled violently as he tied them on, and my 
mother wept bitterly. The next morning they were both 
in deep mourning, I aſked them why they wore thoſe 
diſmal cloaths. ey told me that the ſick lady was 
dead, and that I ſhould never ſee her again. At firſt I 
fretted much but ſoon forgot, except when I looked at 
the picture, which never failed to excite ſome mournful 
ideas. My father and mother have ever ſince carefully 
avoided the ſubjęect; and I dare not aſk any explanation 
of the myſtery.” 8 
When the had concluded, ſhe waited in evident anx- 
ety to hear their opinion. Margaretta was, however, 
too prudent to reveal the ſurmiſes- ſhe had formed; and - 
contented herſelf with ſaying, Time, my dear girl, may 
probably explain all.” 
then, 
Have 


Edmund muſed for ſome time, without ſpeakin 

riſing, he ſaid; „ This is a ftrange ſtory, indeed| 

you no ſuſpicions, Ella, with reſpect to that lady ?” 
„None, fir,” the replied © except once I v 

eonjectured but the thing me abſurd to be retained 
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—] own, I entertained a hope that it was the unfortu— 
nate lady "Theodoſia who was ſuppoſed dead.“ 

„ ] admit,” ſaid Edmund, “ that there is ſome foun- 
dation for your ſurmiſes; and the reſemblance of the mi- 
niature to the portrait in the gallery confirms the idea,” 
4 But her concern for me—,”* ſaid Ella 

* Is but natural,” replied Margaretta. “ Her attach. 
ment to her faithful Jaqueline, and the long-tried ſervices 
of your father to her huſband, could not fail to make 
their offspring dear to her; and, in other reſpe&s, made 
her conſider you as a memento of her former ſufferings.” 

Shortly F a6: Edmund quitted the room; and Mar- 
a, reſuming the diſcourſe of the laſt evening, (aid, 
& fit tell me, Ella, has Theodore ever endezvourcd to 
learn your-ſentiments reſpecting himſelf?” 

« He need not, madam : the familiar intercourſe we 
have ever kept up, precluded all reſtraint.” 

Margaretta ſhook her head.“ Dangerous ſophiſtry, 
my dear girl,“ ſaid ſhe. © 1 do not admire Platoric at- 
feCtions at your age. You are no longer children. His 
. engaging manners are calculated to excite intereſt in more 
experienced hearts than yours” Ella ſighed— © and, as 
your union is an event which at preſent we can look 
forward to ny at an immenſe diſtance, I would caution 
you to pay a ſtrict regard to your conduct.“ 

« An union! Dear madam!” cried Ella, “ what 
could lead you to ſuppoſe that an union with I heodore 
could promote my happineſs?” 

“ Your own canfeflion'!” replied Margaretta, regard- 
ing her with a look of the utmoſt aſtoniſhment. 

lla turned pale as death, and leaned on the back of 
her chair, to prevent falling to the ground. Margaretta 
took her head-on her own {hou'der, | 

« Ella,” ſaid ſhe, what am I to ſuppoſe from this 
conduct? How can I act to promote your wiſhes ?” 

.« Ah, my benefactreſs! cried Ella, recovering from 
her firſt emotion, © forgive me. Suffer me to return to 
my parents, I will never intrude my unhappy fate upen 

1 7 8 
4 Tell me, I conjure” you!“ cried Margaretta, © who 
has won your affections.” 
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Ella hid her face upon her ſhoulder: and, in an almoſt 
inarticulate voice, faultered—* YOUR BROTHER!“ 

To deſcribe the aſtoniſhment of Margaretta is impoſ- 
ſible. She caſt on her young friend looks of mingled 
pity and grief, Neg | 

« Unfortunate girl!“ ſhe .cried, preſſing her to her 
boſom, „I muſt wound you ſtill deeper. The truth 
muſt be revealed at once. Edmund is already married!“ 

This intelligence cauſed no further emotion to Ella. 
The agitation the had experienced, in revealing her ſe- 
cretto Margaretta, had already been too much for her; and 
Edmund, upon entering at that moment, found her in a 
convullive fit. Diſtracted he hung over her, and, in the 
frenzy of his grief, called her by ſuch tender epithets as 


too ſure declared his real ſtate of mind. | 


Alarmed and trembling, Margarettaentreated he would: 
deſiſt his attention; and, after much remonſtrance, ſhe 
ſucceeded in conveying Ella to her apartment, where ſhe 
had ſoon the ſatisfaction to ſee her recover. But a very 
ſevere illneſs was the conſequence of her conflicting emo- 
tions; during which time ſhe was attended with the 
tendereſt vigilance by her miſtreſs, who pitied the ſtrug- 
gles of a virtuous mind, and felt herſelf daily more and 
more attached to the faſcinating girl, 

During Ella's indiſpoſition, Theodore called daily; 
and inquired, with the tendereſt folicitude, the ſtate of 
his couſin, the epithet which he was ever accuſtomed to 
beſtow upon her. Edmund, labouring under ſecret grief, 
was no longer himſelf. Gloomy, ſullen, or peeviſh, he 
palled his time in unſocial melancholy ; nor, till returning 
health glowed on the cheeks of Ella, did he regain his 
uſual temper. 5 N 

As ſoon as Margaretta judged her young friend ſuffi- 
oy recovered to bear an explanation, ſhe revived the- 
ſubject ; and Ella having aſſured her the would liſten with. 
compoſure, ſhe ſeized the firſt opportunity to give her the 
tollowing recital : 

Particular circumſtances requiring that all conceal 
ment ſhould be now at an end, I mult inform you, my 
dear girl, that Edmund and myſelf are the only children 
of the earl of Tyrone, of great power and ample poſleſ- 
lions in the north.. In early youth, deprived of. a tender 
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motherꝰs care, we were ſolely left to the direction of a father 
not very affectionate in the diſcharge of his paternal duties. 
« My brother, lord Edmund Fitzmaurice, was doomed 
to feel the full force of our mutual misfortune. He had 
imprudently conceived a violent paſſion for a young gi, 
daughter to the earl's ſteward ; and although then but 
eighteen, was ſo obſtinate in his attachment as to wich- 
ſtand: all remonſtrance. Y 
&« Jefly Duncan was handſome, ſprightly, and not quite 
ſo illiterate as the common Scottiſh peaſantry, and felt— 
or at leaſt profeſſed—a violent affection for my brother. 
The earl diſcovered their connection, and expreſſed the 
ſtrongeſt diſapprobation. Lord Edmund, by nature of 
an impetuous temper, was exaſperated to diſobedience by 
his father's menaces, and openly vowed he would marry 
her in defiance of all oppofition. Every argument uſed 
to diſſuade him from his intention ſerved only to increaſe 
1 My father treated him with the moſt cruel 
© Rendered deſperate by this behaviour, Edmund be- 
ſought me, in the moſt piteous manner, to aid his cauſe, 


I was too imprudently guided by my love for this dear i 
| brother, and aſſented to what he propoſed. His fertile 
imagination ſoon ſuggeſted a plan, which was carried into 3K 


effect, My father's chaplain had ever been lord Edmund's 


friend ; and the abſence of the earl, upon a ſhooting i 
party, afforded a favourable opportunity. Jefly was con- 


ducted to the caſtle, where the ceremony was performed; i 
myſelf, the chaplain, and lord Edmund's man James, being 
preſent. 


« My father, however, was not to be thus call duped, WW 


He had planted 2 ſo effectually as to have early infor- il 
mation of the affair, and burſt upon us with all the wrath il 
we merited for our diſobedient and clandeſtine proceed- Ml 


ings. Pcor Edmund was baniſhed his paternal roof for 


ever, unleſs he would conſent to have his marriage 
annulled. This he poſitively refuſed; and with agony 


I beheld this ever- beloved brother depart from the i 
caſtle. He informed me he ſhould repair to England, 
and entreated I would let him hear from me frequent!y. 
He alſo left a letter for my father, which I was ſorry 
to find was more ſpirited than penitent. 


; 
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« Nor did | eſcape unpuniſhed. After Edmund's de- 
parture, the earl treated me with increaſed rigour, up- 
braided me as the abettor of my brother's crime, and 
commanded me to receive the addreſſes of ſir Walter 
Herbert (whoſe diſſipated manners, advanced age, and 
diſguſting perſon, could not but render him my utmoſt 
abhorrence) upon pain of ſharing the fate of my poor 
brother. | 

« [ do not, Ella, attempt to palliate my conduct. I 
know too well the fin and puniſhment attending diſobe- 
dience to be its advocate. My poor Edmund has too fa- 
tal cauſe to lament his folly, yet I could not bring myſelf 
to endure fir Walter; and, although the alternative was: 
terrible, I determined never to conſent, | +87 

« I wrote to my brother, and deſired his advice. He 
entreated me, in the moſt affectionate terms, to accept 
of his protection, and ſent James on purpoſe to eſcort 
me, in caſe my father ſhould prove reſolute, | 

« Great conſideration was requiſite before I could take 
ſuch a decifive meaſure, I well knew my father's im- 


placable diſpoſition and hereditary pride to be ſo great, 


that, if I once voluntarily quitted his protection, he 
would never take one ſtep to diſcover my retreat; nor ever 
more ſhould I be conſidered any other than an alien. 
to my ſamily. Vet my unalterable averſion to ſir Wal- 
ter made me try every endeavour to gain my rh I 
wept, knelt, and entreated to no purpoſe. he ear] 
ſpurned me from him with rage and contempt, and 1 
quitted his preſence, no longer dubious what ſtep to purſue, 

« I accompanied James to London. When arrived 
at lord Edmund's houſe in Portman- ſquare, I was received 
with the warmeſt affection by my brother, and preſented 
to oily no. No longer the gentle unaſſuming. 
Jeſſy Duncan, ſhe received me with coldneſs almoſt bor- 
dering on indifference. . 

l ſhould inform you that my brother was independ- 
ent of the earl, having inherited the fortune of an uncle, 
which amounted to near two thouſand pounds annually. 

J was concerned to fee how much my brother was 
hurt at his wife's coldneſs, and conſequently ſeemed not 
to notice it; but endeavoured to render myſelf. as agree 
able as poſſible to my fair . 

LS 3 
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“] ſoon ſaw enough to convince me that lord Edmund 
was not happy. He loved his lady with unabated ardor, 
but her treatment of him was cruelly inſulting. Raiſed 
by his miſtaken partiality at once from an obſcure ſitua- 
tion into a ſtate of affluence, and early initiated into the 
vortex of faſhion ; indulged by him in every fancy, her 
little head turned giddy with the applauſe with which ſhe 
was received in every circle. Her ſole ſtudy was dreſs 
and diffipation, to engage the admiration of the men and 
the envy of the women. I ſoon, to my infinite mortifi- 
cation, found myſelf conſidered by her as a ſpy placed 
over her by the vigilant jealouſy of lord Edmund, who 
vainly endeavoured to attach her to a domeſtic life. She 
fled his lectures (as ſhe termed them) with diſguſt, and 
haſtened from him to fulfil engagements contracted with- 
out his knowledge ot approbation. 

« Alas! her giddy career was ſoon productive of an 
event which for ſome time overwhelmed lord Edmund 
with the moſt unutterable anguiſh. At the houle of a 
faſhionable friend, lady Fitzmaurice became acquainted 
with the count de St. Pierre, a young, gay, and hand- 
ſome Frenchman; who, with the national gallantry, ſoon 
attached himſelf to the charming Anglaiſe. Public ru- 
mour announced- the conſequences long before my de- 
luded brother could venture to ſuſpect his adored Jeſly 
guilty of imprudence. He was ſoon cruſhed beneath the 
weight of conviction. A- diſcovery was made, ſhameful 
and horrible to my brother: a duel followed, and lord 
Edmund laid his antagoniſt, as he thought, dead at his feet. 
He returned home as ſecretly as poſſibly, haſtily penned a 
few lines to his abandoned wife, and ſought me to take 
leave. RSA 

I entreated to accompany him, willing to ſhare his 
fate either in proſperity or adverſity. 1 perſuaded him 
into a compliance fully agreeable to himſelf. 

« Habited in a ſuit of his cloaths, I ſecured a few va- 
luables; and, under cover of night, haſtened to Dover. 
We fortunately procured a ſpeedy paſſage acroſs the Chan- 
nel, and proceeded up the country in fearch of an habita- 
tion, when the accident happened which obtained us the 
humane protection of your father.“ 

Ella ſighed deeply when lady Margaretta had con- 
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cluded; but her heart was too much oppreſſed to make 
any obſervations. . 

It was night when the narrative was begun. They 
were ſitting in Ella's apartment; and, owing to the length 
of the ſtory, the taper was almoſt burnt out. Ella, en- 
deavouring to raiſe it in the ſocket, totally extinguiſhed 
it. At that moment the caſtle-bell tolled one: the dull 
heavy ſound ſeemed to hang upon air, and trembled 
through every vaulted avenue, The old and almoſt for- 

otten legends of the caſtle were inſtantly revived, and 
Margaretta proteſted ſhe could not return without a light 


along the gallery to her own apartment. 


Then take my bed, madam, and I will go,” faid Ella. 

« No, my dear, there is no neceſſity,” ſaid Margaretta; 
ce we will ſleep together.“ 

She had ſcarce ſpoken before ſome one ſeemed to breathe 
near. They ſtood with their hands claſped together in 
mute affright. A light glimmered for an inſtant upon the 
wall in a remote corner of the room: the ſhadow of a 
man glided by, and in a moment diſappeared: footſteps 
were promiſcuouſly heard, but ſeemed loſt in diſtance, 

Unable to go to bed, or call for aſſiſtance, they ſtood 
motionleſs together, nor dared addreſs each other louder 
than in a whiſper, till the riſing day over the diſtant hills 
revived their ſinking ſpirits, Fearful they ſurveyed the 
room by the grey light; when the ſhadows of the tall cy- 
preſs trees before the window, as they waved in the wind, 
at firſt renewed their apprehenſion. - Fain would they 
perſuade themſelves that from thence originated their 
alarm, but that idea ſoon vaniſhed, for it was a different 
part of the room in which they had ſeen the figure than 
that where the ſhadows fel]. | | 

Cheered a little by the broad dawn of day, Ella ac- 
companied lady Margaretta to her chamber; where, fa- 
tigued both in mind and body, her cares-and grief found 
a temporary relief in ſleep. 5 | 

Haraſſed by the agitation her ſpirits had undergone the 
preceding night, Ella plainly betrayed her diſorder in eve 
feature 3 and, when the family aſſembled at breakfaff, 
Edmund obſerved her pallid countenance with undiſſem- 
bled concern, His ſiſter, in order to give ſome plaulible 
reaſon for her young friend's dejection, related the alarm 
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they had met with. Edmund at firſt laughed at their fears, 

and turned the whole into merriment ; until Ella, with x 

look of gravity he could no longer withſtand, declared it her 
- wiſh to return home. Lady Margaretta, grateful for this J 

conſideration (of which ſhe alone underſtood the real mo- 
tive), expreſſed her opinion only by a look of approbation, | 

Her brother, much ſurpriſed, remonſtrated ſtrongly again | 

it, and proteſted he could not ſuſpect Ella guilty of ſuch Y 

weakneſs: he offered his apartment for their uſe, and pro- 

miſed that the caſtle ſhould be ſtrictly ſearched that day. 
His expoſtulations were to no purpoſe. Ella perſiſted 
in her reſolution; and, as Margaretta did not oppoſe it, 

Edmund, either offended at her obſtinacy, or unwilling 

to make known how much he felt intereſted, declined any 

farther oppoſition ; but fat ſullenly filent the remainder of 
the morning. After dinner, the apartment of Margaretta 
was cloſely inſpected; but nothing was found to juſtify 
their apprehenſions. The other parts of the caſtle were 
ſearched to as little purpoſe. No one had been ſeen, either 
inſide or hovering about the caſtle, except their own do- 
. meſtics; ſo that, however unwilling to believe their fears 
the mere effects of fancy, they were obliged to yield to 
the forced raillery of lord Edmund, who now renewed 
his ſolicitations for Ella's detention. Neverthelcls, the 
reſolutely perſiſted in a refuſal ; and Margaretta, willing 
to put an end to ſo unpleaſing an altercation, declared her- 
ſelf ready to accompany Ella to the cottage. 

Edmund could not refrain from caſting on her a re- 
proachful look; and, going up to the trembling gil, 
faid, in a voice of ſuppreſſed agitation, '« You will favour |} 
us with your company ſometimes I hope, Ella, by day- 
light.” | 

« Certainly,” replied ſhe, with averted eyes: © if my 
apparent childiſhneſs does not render me too contempti- 
ble, it will be conferring the greateſt favour on me to let 
me ſometimes behold my deareſt benefactreſs.“ 

Edmund then wiſhed her a good morning; and turned 
away, evidently diſappointed. Ella gladly followed the 
ſteps of lady Margaretta ; fearing to prolong her ſtay, 
leſt ſhe ſhould become more reluctant to quit the caſtle. 
Believe me, Ella,” faid Margaretta, as they walked, 


6 Lam charmed with the propriety of your conduct. I 


* 
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confeſs I trembled for you, and am happy to ſee you ſupport 
yourſelf with ſo much reſolution.” 

« My dear madam,” replied Ella, © I will endeavour 
to merit the kindneſs you have ever {ſhown me. I have, 
indeed, for a ſhort time, triumphed over my feelings; 
but the effort coſt me much. Vet great conſolation ariſes 
from the reflection that I am but acting conſiſtently with 
my duty,” 

They now reached the cottage of la Motte; where the 
fight intimation of Ella's being indiſpoſed was a ſuffi- 
cient reaſon for her haſty return, the kind Jaqueline bearing 
too ſtrong an affection for her to permit the attendance of 
any other on her darling. Nor was the excuſe unfounded 
for the diſorder of her mind affected her whole perſon 
her pale cheeks, heavy eyes, and enervated limbs, ſtrongly 
manifeſting approaching illneſs. p . 

Margaretta quitted her with concern; and returned, 
with a mind heavily oppreſſed, to the caſtle. She found 
her brother traverſing his chamber with haſty and diſor- 
dered ſteps, She tenderly went up to him, and depre- 
cated the anger ſhe ſaw gathering on his brow. 

« | ſee,” ſaid he, petulantly, ( you thought I could not 
be truſted ; but you are miſtaken, and need not be ſur- 
priſed if your unneceſſary caution ſhould produce the effect 
you wiſhed it to avert.” ; TEAS IO 

Piqued at his unkind reception, ſhe could only reply 
with tears; when his tenderneſs inſtantly returning for a 
ſiſter ſo beloved, he entreated her to forgive his harthneſs, 
and candidly acknowledged a paſſion for Ella which his 
reaſon could not but condemn, circumſtanced as he was, 
however worthy the object. | 

Margaretta warmly exerted herſelf to ſoothe the tumult 
of his mind, and fo far ſucceeded as to get from him an 
aſſurance that he would not again ſeck to behold the object 
6 his — attachment. They then ſeparated for 

e night, | 

The real tranſactions of the day had eraſed from the 
mind of Margaretta the imaginary ones of the laſt night, 
and ſhe repaired to her apartment without the leaſt ap- 
prehenſion. 

Still buſy fancy retraced to her imagination paſt ſcenes. 
dhe beheld her brother a victim to a guilty paſſion ; or, 
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perhaps, if by Providence the ties which now witheld 
him ſhould be removed, oppoſing his boſom to the gliſten- 
ing-ſword of the amiable Theodore. She ſhuddered ; and 


- Conviction of a truth ſhe had never dared to inveſtigate, 4 


at once flaſhed upon her iaind. She felt the name of ſ 
Theodore like an electric ſhock; and, in idea, beheld * 
him the lover of Ella, 

Tormented with theſe imaginary evils, the bell had 
tolled three ere ſhe ſunk into à ſlumber, from which ſhe 
was ſuddenly awakened by the graſp of a cold heavy hand, 
Terror denied her the power of articulation; and ſhe felt 
herſelf claſped in the arms of a man, who inſtantly bound 
a cloth over her mouth, while ſome one tied her hands 


behind her, and bore her away. 


Inſenſibility would have been happineſs to the horror 
of her ſituation when, by the light of a torch, ſhe diſ- 
covered the countenances of her guides. The one who 
bore her in his arms, was of gigantic ſtature, and appa- 
rently about forty : every feature was marked with ſavage 
ferocity, and his large black eyes ſcowled beneath a pair 
of ſhaggy brows, which almoſt concealed them. The 
other, who carried the light, though leſs terrific, was not 
leſs diſguſting. His figure was ill formed, his com- 


plexion livid, and his whole frame ſo much emaciated as 
to give him the moſt ghaſtly appearance, to which the loſs 


of one eye greatly contributed ; acroſs his forehead was tied 
a linen bandage, marked with blood ; and his lips, black 
and glutinous, when uncloſed, diſcovered the deprivation 
of almoſt all his fore teeth, the few which remained being 
black and putrid. One glance terrified Margaretta, and 
ſhe again cloſed her eyes with redoubled horror. 

Their journey at length terminated in a ſpacious ca- 
vern; where, upon a raiſed ſeat, fat a man of ſtately de- 
portment ina maſk. The wretches unbound their charge, 
and preſented her to their chief; who ſtarted back, utter- 


ing hideous execrations againſt the trembling banditti. 


From what paſſed, Margaretta found that ſhe was not the 


perſon he ſought; and awaited, in the moſt dreadful ſuſ- 


penſe, the deciſion of her fate. 

At length the chief addreſſed her in a.voice imperious, 
but which ſhe eaſily diſcovered to be diſguiſed, © Wo: 
man !“ ſaid he, © fear not. Your life is ſafe, provided 
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ou have diſcretion and generoſity enough to preſerve it. 
1 you comply with our demands, you ſhall be reſtored 
to your bras All we. defire, is ſecrecy, Swear by 
the moſt ſolemn oath never to reveal the tranſactions of 
this night, and you are ſafe ; but if, either directly or by 
intimation, you preſume to diſcover us; by the Eternal 
Being, that inſtant proves the deſtruction of yourſelf and 
all you hold dear.” Ya 
| Margaretta was then compelled to knee] down between 
her two guards, each of whom held apiſtol at her ear, while 
the chief brandiſhed a ſword over her head, and admi- 
niſtered to her an oath of the moſt horrid nature, 
Her lips pronounced the words after him. Her head 
turned round ; and the ſtruggles of nature, too violent 
to be repreſſed, ſunk her ſenſeleſs on the earth. 

The voices of her hideous conductors ſoon greeted 
her returning recollection, when the commander thus 
addreſſed her: 5 
- « Diſmiſs theſe idle fears. Be aſſured of your ſafety. 
We are not ſupernatural beings. You may fleep ſqundly 
in your chamber. We ſhall never more diſturb your re- 
poſe; unleſs, by your owa perjury, you compel us to 
heap deſtruction on the inmates of the caſtle,” 

He then made a ſign ; and the men, taking her in their 
arms, bore her through the damp vaulted paſſage to her 
own apartment, into which they entered by a trap-door, 
faſtened ſo exactly that it was ſcarce perceptible when 
known. The men again aſſured her of her ſafety, and 
quitted the room by the way they had entered. Exhauſt. 
ed nature could no longer be deprived of its accuſtomed 
tributes ; and, when the cheering light of day began to 
illumine her room, Margaretta funk into a profound ſleep. 

On the following day lord .d mund called his ſiſter into 
his ſtudy. His countenance was pale and melancholy, 
and his tremulous voice could ſcarce give articulation to 
his words. | \ 
© Margaretta,” ſaid he, © I have thoughts of return 
ing to London. Are youagreeable to it? You tremble, 
my dear girl! Be ſeated. I fear I am doomed to involve 
you in my miſery. It is uſeleſs any longer to affect ſe- 
crecy. I love Ella; but think not I mean to give way 
to a paſſion as fruitleſs as it is cripunal. Lwil fly this 
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hated place. My antagoniſt is, I learn, quite recovered; 
nothing, therefore, prevents my immediate return to Eng. 
land, except your inclinations. Say, Margaretta, are | 
not attached to Theodore la Marche?“ | 9 

Her bluſhes confirmed him in his ſuſpicion, and he 
continued : > | B 

4 ur ſituation is peculiarly delicate. However, I 
will diſcover the real ſentiments of the chevalier ; and, | 
if I find them to be ſuch as I wiſh, believe me, no ſelfiſh 
concern ſhall ever induce me to deſtroy your happineſs.” 

Margaretta was prevented making any reply by the 
entrance of La Marche, who, having a general invita- 
tion to the caſtle, uſually viſited them once a day without 
reſtraint. In purſuance of his plan, lord Edmund ac- 
quainted him of their intended removal. This intelli- 
gence had the expected effect. Fearing to loſe the object 
upon whom he had already fixed his tender affection, he 
loſt no time in making a full avowal of his paſſion, adding: 
4 T had hoped to have availed myſelf. of this declara- 
tion in a more auſpicious moment ; but your ſudden in- 
tention has removed all poſſibility of delay, and I now 
throw myſelf intirely upon the mercy of lady Margaretta.“ 
Above all coquettiſh affectation, ſhe inſtantly raiſed 
him from the ſuppliant poſture he had aſſumed, and aſ- 
ſured him that the conſent of their parents alone could 
prevent her from beſtowing upon him the hand he ſoli- 
cited: that ſhe had already been too much a witneſs of 
the evils attendant upon diſobedience, to lay herſelf un- 
der an incenſed parent's malediction; concluding with 
proteſting, that it was her deſign to write a letter to her 
father, ſubmiſſively reſigning herſelf to his will.” 

To this Theodcre replied, that he was unfortunately 
denied the power of ſoliciting his father's indulgence; 
the baron being then dangerouſly ill. But will you,” 
faid he, earneſtly addreſſing lord Edmund, « endeavour 
to defer whatever buſineſs it is that calls you away, until 
ſuch time as I can obtain a confirmation of my happineſs 
or miſery = 
- Unpleaſantas it was to Edmund to ſtay in a country 

where he was perpetually reminded of an object too ten- 
derly beloved for his peace, yet he heſitated not to give 
an immediate aſſent; and Theodore, taking, a tender 
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adieu of his affectionate miſtreſs, departed, after pro- 
miſing to meet her again, in the evening, at the cottage. 

aretta then retired, to write to lord Dunkeith. 
In her letter ſhe pathetically implored his forgiveneſs for 
the raſhneſs of her „7. informed him of the offers 
of Theodore, and requeſted his concurrence to a match 
by which alone her future happineſs could be preſerved or 
deſtroyed. She then related what had befallen her bro- 
ther dee his abſence ; and ſtated, in forcible terms, his 
unhappy ſtate, and his contrition for paſt offences. 
When ſhe had finiſhed, ſhe ſhowed it to Edmund, who 
readily approved of it, and 3 to incloſe it in one 
from intel. This done, Margaretta ſelt her mind re- 
lieved from a melancholy and oppreſſive load; and re- 
paired with lively ſpirits to the habitation of la Motte. 
She found Jaqueline in tears, and Pierre vainly endea- 
vouring to comfort her. | 

« Ah, madam !“ cried ſhe, upon the entrance of Mar- 
garetta; © our dear Ella is loſt !\—gone, no one knows 
whither !-—and I am a poor, miſerable, undone creature !” 

« Gone !” re-echoed Margaretta. Heavens ! what 
mean you ?—Ella, your daughter, loſt !” 

« Ah no, madam !” replied Jaqueline: & ſhe was not 
my daughter ; and, what makes it worſe, at this very 
moment the ſecret of her birth would have been diſco- 
vered, and her beauty and virtue would no longer have 
remained hid in this obſcurity. The baron Ia Marche 
has juſt ſent for me; and I well know his buſineſs.” 

Margaretta became almoſt ſtupefied with grief and 
aſtoniſhment. The unconnected —_—_— precluded all 
Re of her comprehending the ſtate” of the 
caſe ; which Pierre noticing, ſaid — | | 

Jaqueline, you bewilder the lady with your imper- 
fect account. If you will be a little trangull, [ will ex- 
plain all, You muſt know, madam,” continued he, 
< that the lady Theodoſia did not die in child-bed, as 
reported. The baron, full of rage, having ordered her 
into perpetual impriſonment in one of the dungeons of 
the caſtle de Montreuil, my wife ſecreted the child; and, 
to ejude the vengeance of the baron, determined to bring 
4t up as her own. The deception paſſed; the baron per- 
mitted us to reſide in this * and having intruſted 
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to me the care of lady Theodoſia, I continued, at ſtated 
periods, to. carry, the child to her. The laſt interview 
they had was abdut a week preceding the death of that 
lady, when ſhe hung the picture of the marquis her ll. 
band round Ella's neck; who has ever ſince carried it 
about her, ignorant of the original, or of her who be- 
ſtowed the precious giſt. The baron is now, we learn, 
on his death- bed, and has ſent for us (doubtleſs, repent- 
ant of his paſt conduct); and Ella might now be reſtored 
to her rights; but, ſa perverſe. is her deſtiny, ſhe has been 
miſſing, an hour, and is no-where to be found. Ihe 
chevalier has generouſly. ſet off in ſearch, of her; and ou 
his return reſt ail our hopes.” | 

The night now drew on apace, and their anxiety was 
wound up to a dreadful height, Another meſſage arrived 
from the baron, and Jaqueline was obliged to attend. 

Alarmed at the lateneſs of the hour, Margarctta re- 
queſted Pierre to return with her to the caſtle. Wien 
they arrived, ſhe learned, to her inexpreſſible ſurpriſe, 
that Edmund had been abſent above an hour. Pierre 
was obliged to go back to learn how all went on, and leſt 
Margaretta in a ſtate of the moſt dreadful ſuſpenſe. 

At length the horn was ſounded, and the voice of Ed- 
mund revived. the ſinking heart of Margaretta. Unable 
to reſtrain her impetuoſity, ſhe ruſhed to the door; and 
met him bringing in the ſuppoſed-loſt Ella. With an 
inyoluntary expreſſion of ſurpriſe and diſpieaſure, Mar- 
garetta ſtarted back; and Ella, ſpringing forward, fainted 
in her arms. | | FE 

« Take care of her, for heaven's fake!” cried Jord 
Edmund. She has been dreadfully abuſed. I have 
providentially been the means of ſaving her life.. 

Margaretta bore her, with the aſſiſtance of Roſa, to 
her apartment; and directly diſpatched Maurice to Vierre, 
with the news of her ſafety, As ſoon as ſhe was ſuffi- 
cienily recovered, Ella, at the requeſt of Margatctta, 
related the cauſe of her alarming abſence. 

4 I was,” ſaid ſhe, “ wandering penſively through the 
wood, when I heard the voices of men coming near me. 
In an inſtant ſeveral ruſhans ſurrgunded.me, among hean 
I diſcoyered the perfidious Oda. With a broad grin, be 
pronounced me his prize z, and would have Carricd me 
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off, had not lord Edmund, providentially hearingim 
cries, run to my aſſiſtance. Fate directed him to the 
ſpot im a propitious moment; when with his ſword he 
deſperately wounded Oda. The others made off, terrified 
at the thoughts of approaching death. The villain int 
plored merey and forgiveneſs ; and, on condition of have 
ing his pardon, promiſed to reveal a ſecret of importance. 
He now lies in the wood; and, I believe, lord Edmund 
deſigns to let his ſervants bring him hither. “ 
Satisfied at once of all her doubts, Margaretta affec“ 
tionately embraced her young friend, and imparted to het 
the ſurpriſing diſcovery ſhe had made in her abſence. 
Ella was no Jeſs aſtoniſhed than pleaſed at the account, 
and waited TT the reſult of Jaqueline's interview 
with the baron; yet ſighed to think that, in the preſent 
unfortunate "ſituation of affairs, the acquiſition of birth 
or fortune would not enſure to her mind future felipity. 
- Their conference was interrupted by a meſligt from 
lord Edmund, defiring their pteſence, that he might in“ 
form them of hat had paſſed between himſelf: nd Oda, 
who had been brought thither, and ſeemed naeh better 
ſince his terrors of approaching death were removed by 
the free confeffion of all his guilt. They bee 
repaired to the parlour, Where Edmund waited them, 
from him learned an explanation of che 5 
Lord Edmund then proceeded tb tell theft that Ok 
had confeſſed they wete tw of his comrades who had 
entered through à ſubterranebũs! paſſage into lad Mar- 
garetta's apartment, and had me yed her in the dreadful 
manner before deſcribed, miſtaking ber for Ella; Oda 
himſelf being the chief who had if a maſk le 
her; the cavern where they refbrted having commu 
cation with the lower parts of the caſtie. He alſo con- 
felled that he hired a party of 'deſpetadoes; "who (ebfifted: 
by rapine, and that his only motive for entering in the 
ſervice of lord Edmund was the hope of getting Ella ſe- 
curely in his power. The only atonement he tould then 
make being to deliver himſelf and accomplices up to juſ- 
tice, he produced a roll of paper; which he alledgg@to- 
bave found in the cavern, and which, proving to de the 


manuſeript of father Luke, had in all prob bility been 


loſt by Theodoſia on her firſt.confinement. 
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This Ella would immediately have inſpected, had not 
the arrival of a ſervant from the baron la Marche, de. 
firing her immediate attendance, prevented it. Unable to 
oceed to the caftle, at that hour, alone, Edmund, wih 
—— inſiſted upon accompanying her. At the 
gates they were met by Pierre, who conducted Edmund 
into a parlour, there to wait for his ſiſter's return, who 
went with Ella to the. chamber of death. | 
An awful filence prevailed ; while Ella, almoſt ſinking 
with apprehenſion, approached the bed, where lay, in the 
moſt ſevere agonies, the unhappy baron. By the ſide of 
the bed fat Jaqueline, who was applying hartſhorn to his 
temples; while, with an expreſſion of grief and pity in 
his countenance, Theodore ſupported his head. At ſome 
diſtance from the active group ſtood a tall young man, 
with his arms folded, and his brows bent with an air of 
joqmy diſcontent ; whom, from his ſtrong family re- 
emblance, Margaretta conjectured to be the baron's el. 
deſt ſon... They ſtarted under a momentary impreſſion 
of ſurpriſe as their eyes met; but the attention of lady 
Margaretta was too forcibly attracted to the dying man, 
to notice the abruptneſs with which Frederic turned away 
from her. As Ella approached, the baron held out his 
hands, and ſeemed much agitated. She fell on her knees; 
and, in that, ſolemn and ing moment, ſincerely for- 
gave him all the injuries he had inflicted on her parents. 
« Ah!“ cried he; chere needs no further confirm - 
ation than her pe tone of her voice to convince 
me oe is the daughter of my Theodoſia, my much-injured 
11d.” 8 x 
The agony of his. foul checked bis utterance, and he 


| ſtruggled far ſome time with inward convulſions ; then, 


being ſomewhat recovered, he took the cold hand of Ella, 
| it to his clammy lips, and pronouncing faintly the 
words, My child, forgive!“ expired. 

For ſome moments an awful Goes prevailed, which 


vas ſuddenly interrupted by a tremendous ſcream from 


an apartment below. Recollecting the voice, Ella ruſhed 
ſrom the room with eager haſte ; the reſt of the party fol- 
lowing, in a confuſed diſorderly manner. f 

Lord Edmund, having loitered for ſome time about 
the parlour, found a book, which, to divert the tediouſncis 


| 
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of the time; he fat down to read, and was deeply engaged 
in the ſubje&X when the door opened, and a female entered; 
on whom he no ſooner caft his eyes than he exclaimed, 
with frantic horror, Great God | it is Jeffy!'* © 
he ſcreamed, and would have run from his pre- 
ſence; when, ſeizing her arm, and regarding her with 
a wildneſs of frenzy that made her ſhudder, he cried, 
« Stay, abandoned wretch, and account to me for your 

ence here.“ | r 
Lady Fitzmaurice, terrified at his rr aſpect, 
ſcreamed loudly for aſſiſtance. In a moment Frederic 
ruſned in, with his ſword drawn, which he aimed at Ed- 
mund's breaſt. ho en enen 
« Oh, no! no!“ ſhe cried, throwing herſelf between 
them; © kill him not: he is“ — my huſband the would 
have ſaid; but the weapon, intended by the villainous. 
chevalier for him, pierced her boſom, andthe” fell, wel- 
tering in her blood. ö WO VERO e e eee 
© Frederic beheld her with a r ee malignity. 
Turning to the company, who werk by chris eiche all aflem- 
bled, he faid, while his eyes flamed" witfi*fury,'® You 
think you have caught me: you are miſtaken. Think 
not, lord Edmund,” F will tamely ſubmit to be dragged. 
through the courts of juſtice for fach an accurſed wretch. 
as that. No] no! The chevalier Frederic dares die 
nobly “* bg 4 73s 4154 of ift n rn 
He then, before any one could prevent him, fell upon 
the point of his ſword, and inſtantiy expired. 
Miſtaken wreteh!““ faid Edmünd, as he drew the 
reeking weapon from his boſom : this is a dreadful re- 
tribution. And you, unhappy woman!“ addreſſing 
Jeſſy, «© O employ your few remaining moments in im- 
ploring forgiveneſs of that offended Deity' whoſe every 
law you have violated,” )“ | 
Edmund,“ faid the, fixing her hollow eyes upon him, 
do not embitter this miſerable portion of my exiſtence 
with your reptoaches. Behold here the victim of the 
avenging hand of juſtice! Let that ſuffee. I feel it is 
too late now for the repentance of a life of iniquity, and 
1 muſt ſubmit to my fate. Believe me, the pangs of this 
moment are more than a retribution for any pleaſurable- 
part of my life; for never, * never, did I enjoy happi- 
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nefs! That is only the lot of the virtuous ; and the 


She ſpoke with difficulty, her breath 
her glarid eye reſted upon Edmund. He underſtood its 
import, and, in a moment, all his former affection re- 
curred to his memory. He flew to ſupport her; and, 
preſſing her with compaſſionate tenderneſs to his boſom, 
cried, © Live I live, Jeſly! and all ſhall be forgiven.” 
She ſhook her head, and a ghaſtly ſmile played on her 
features: then, graſping his hand, drew him toward her 
and, pointing to the lifeleſs body of Frederic, breathed 
her laſt in a 2 groan. 

Theodore, dreading the effects of ſuch a ſcene of car. 
nage, led Margaretta and Ella into the air; and, having 
committed them to the care of Jaqueline, retired to aſſiſt 
Edmund in the diſpoſal of the bodies. \ 
When they reached home, Maurice preſented Marga- 


grew ſhort, and 


retta with a letter, which ſhe found to be from her father, 


and which contained an unconditional pardon, and an 
aſſurance of his willingneſs to receive them with kind- 
neſs, as alſo. the object upon which ſhe had fixed her 
affections; entreating them to return to him with ſpeed 
and receive his bleſſing, leſt the cloſe of life ſhould de- 
prive him of the happineſs of again ſeeing and embracing 
his children. 

This was a fource of great comfort to Margaretta, 
ho now ventured. to look forward to of future 
felicity, hitherto obſcured by almoſt inſurmountable ob- 
ſtacles. She inſtantly communicated the gladdening news 
to Ella, who, not leſs ſanguine in her expectations, par- 


ticipated in her joy. 


Edmund ſoon after joined them; and, no one being 
willing to converſe with him on the recent melancholy 


events, they, each availing themſelves of their fatigue 
and inquietude, retired to their ſeparate chambers, 7 be 


various occurrences of the day occaſioned, however, too 


much perturbation of mind to enjoy that reſt they otber- ö 


wiſe ſtood fo much in need of. 


In the morning Ella op ene Sa [by os | 


Which contained a certificate of her mother's marriage 


ty | 
wretchenot only incurs the torments of a ſtate to — | 
but daily and hourly yields himſelf a prey to the corroding 
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tity with the marquis. The manuſcript, which contained 
me, father Luke's life, ſeemed to have been written at haſty 
ling MW detached intervals, and was in many places almoſt illegi- 
ble ; but its being addreſſed to. her mother was a ſufficient 
and motive for her perſevering in the peruſal of it. It ran thus: 
d its & To account for my interference in your affairs, it 
re- may, perhaps, be deemed neceſſary to acquaint you with 
and, the motives which impelled me to countenance and take 
om, an active part in a proceeding that way er the eyes of 
** the world, be nr d is the taſk, 
her Theodoſia, to inſpire you with abhorrence of the man 
zer; who gave you birth: yet ſuch muſt be your ſentiment, after 
thed the reading of this * 
« My parents were of reſpectable family, though nat 
car- affluent; and at their death I was left, quite a child, to 
ing the guardianſhip of the baron la Marche, who had then 


(hit a ſon about my own age. We were brought up together 
\ with the ſame affection as though we were wh has ; and 


as my parents had left me a handfome ay Ba I 
continued to purſue my ſtudies with the young la Marche. 
About that time the counteſs du Barre came to vi- 
ſit the baron, her brother, and brought with her her 
daughter Antonia. The beauty of the latter could not 
fail making an impreſſion upon my heart, then warm and 
ſuſceptible; which prepoſſeſſion her virtue anl gentle 
temper confirmed, and I flattered myſelf I was not alto. 
gether indifferent to her: but, alas ! I ſoon found all-my 
hopes on that head were vain ; for it was ſhortly declared 
to be the intention of the baron and herſelf to unite An- 
tonia with young la Marche, whom, I had unwaril 
made my confidant in this affair. With all the dect, g 
neſs of which he had ſuch great ſhare, he made me the 
moſt ſolemn promiſe to aſſiſt my ſuit, in preference to his 
2 pretenſions, and that he felt not the leaſt regard for 
toes. N | | 454 7. 
Not in the leaſt ſuſpecting his duplicity, I conſented 
to make one in a party of — which drew me from 
the caſtle ſome weeks. At my return a dreadful altera- 
tion had taken place. Antonia had been forcibly dragged 
to the altar, and united to la Marche. Stung with rage, 
1 would have inſtantly made a facrifice of him for his per 
Ady z but even my guardian was decidedly againſt me. 


% 
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& Not able to en lure the dreadful torment of ſeine | 
\Antottid in the arms of another, I quitted Montreulf f 
Teaving Claude, with orders to acquaint me of all their | 
-proctetlings, and then wandered through the country. 
At different times I learned from Claude that the baron 
. ill, and that Antonia was the mother of a lovely 
enen 
* At length the death of my guardian occaſioned me 
33 to claim that property which remained in his 
ſueceſſor's hands. I own I itnprudemtly cheriſhed a hope 
of ſeeing my Antonia once mare; Which hope (fatally 
for her peace I) was gratified. Ihe young baron received 
me with much condeſcenſion; and, out of regard to the 
TIT of a woman ſo dear to me, I ſmothered the reſent- 
ment that burned within me | 
4 Paſſing a chamber-door, one morning, which ſtood 
open, 1 heard the voice of Antonia, as if in complaint, 
The baron ing from home, I ventured in, and faw the 
devoted barofiels leaning over ber infant in an agony of 
tears.” At my entrance, ſhe ſtarted from her ſeat ; but 
ut once, dvercome with agitation, ſunk again upon the 
ehajr.** Fflew to her. The words © Deareſt Antonia!” 
_ *efcaped' my Hps. She caft at me a reproachful glance, 
ſuch a one as I ſhall never forget. | 
„ Clairville!“ faid ſhe, © do you deſign to render me 
Rf more wretched by your preſence ?” 
dropped on my knees. Oh, Antonia! forgive 
me! I ſtaid but for one interview with you, to tel} you, 
That, miſerable as you may be, there is one yet more ſo, 
who lived but for you, and now fears not to die for you. 
-+©- She interrupted me—* Why make this confef-on, 
as unavailing to you as injurious to me? Oh, Clairville, 
fy We muͤſt never meet again! But, mark me! ſhould 
baron's in treatment affect my life, as I much appre- 
hend; for, my fake, for that of my infant, lift not your 
hand againſt the baron. Be to my Theodoſia a protector, 
à friend.“ Vi & 3444 JOEL VT 14. a 1 [ - 
2 She fell upon my ſhoulder, and wept bitterly. I 
elaſped her, with the child, to my breaſt, and ſu ore ne- 
ver to forkake it. 11181 31'S a 1 | 2 
5 At that moment I was ſeized by the ſervant of the 
bar; who, with his ſiſter) the chunteſo, entered. 1 
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was torn from Antonia, taunted with the moſt oppro- 
brious menaces, and thrown into a damp and diſmal dun- 
geon under the caſtle. | 8 

« The ſervant who had charge of me was the brother 
of Claude, and very much attached to me, I having al- 
ways been his friend in my youth. Under ſuch circum- 
ſtances, it may be ſuppoſed I eaſily prevailed upon him to 
liberate me; and the baron was impoſed upon with the 
ſtory of my death. 

I fled to Padua, having firſt N that the baron 

in the frenzy of vengeance, ſworn neyer again to 
— his wife, = EET her within the walls 
of the convent St. Clare; but found it impoſſible, from 
the ſtrictneſs of the order, to gain admiſſion, 

Finding all my proſpects thus blaſted, I again turned 
my thoughts to the profeſſion in which I had been edur 
cated ; and was admitted of the order of capuchins then 
in the monaſtery of St. Egbert, ſeveral of whom uſually 
confeſſed the ſiſters of St. Clare. It was thus I had it 
in my power to confer happineſs to my Theodoſia, by 
introducing her to the marquis; but was denied the ſa- 
tisfaction of revealing myſelf to her. I had ſuffered top 
much by paternal 2 to divide thoſe whoſe hearts 
were entwined in the bonds of virtuous affection. 

I retired to the monaſtery; where I found fath 
Michael, who was confeſſor to the lady-abbeſs- of St. 
Clare, at the point of death. He lived but a few hours, 
and I was choſen to fill his place. | | 

The abbeſs, being once ſeized with a dangerous ill- 
neſs, .confeſſed to me a horrid ſecret; which was, that 
ſhe had engaged with the baron to poiſon Antoniaz who 
was then dying, owing partly to the torments that had 
been inflicted on her to induce her to confeſs her criminal 
attachment, and partly by the impaired ſtate of her con- 
ſtitution, occaſioned by the anguiſh of her mind, I was 
ſo much ſhocked as to be upon the point of diſcovering 
myſelf by my emotion; but, recollecting how much was 
at ſtake, I concealed my feelings, and heard the remain- 
der of her conſeſſion, which was very minute. I en- 
Joined her a ſevere penance, and compelled her to aban- 
don her intentions. Alas ! my zeal was of little ſervice; 
for I had ſhortly after the agony of being obliged to read 
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the funeral ſervice over my loved Antonia. From that 
time I devoted myſelf to the moſt auſtere'life, You, 
dear Theodoſia, know all the reſt „ * . 
It was with great difficulty that Ella had made out ſo 
much; ſhe then returned it to her pocket, almoſt blinded 
by her tears. The entrance of lord Edmund, however, 
ſoon difpeiled them. After making her the warmeſt pro. 
feffions of regard, he acquainted her that it was their in- 
tention to return to Dunkeith, as it was ſo much his lord. 
ſhip's deſire to receive and pardon them; after which he 
hoped he ſhould receive from her an anſwer favourable to 
thoſe withes which he was now at liberty to encourage 
and avow. EN | | 

Ella referred him to the deciſion of lady Margaretta; 
declaring, that when ſhe favoured the ſuit of her uncle, 
ſhe would not heſitate to grant equal indulgence to his 
petition; meaning to employ the interval of their abſence 
in writing information of what had paſſed to father Luke, 
whoſe letters ſhe ſhowed him, not willing at that time to 
aggravate the diſtreſs of baron Theodore. Ai 
© Phe next object of their concern was Oda, who be- 
ing recovered from his wounds, bound himſelf by the 
moſt ſolemn vows to quit the country; the reſt of his 
. companions being totally F by the officers of the 
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Father Luke ſoon wrote a congratulatory anſwer ; and, 
cad ford Edmund Had received the immediate conſent of 
his father, he loſt no time in his journey, expediting 2s 
much as poſſible his return to Montreuil; where he 
claimed, as the reward for his expedition, the hand of 
Ella —no longer the obſcure humble la Motte, but the 
heireſs to imtenſe fortune, (all her property being re- 
funded by Theodore), and poſſeſſor of as much virtue as 
beauty. Jaqueline and Pierre were taken into their ſer- 
vice; and are gfown grey in the family. m_ Marga- 
retta enjoys „ — happineſs in her union with Theodore, 
whoſe genetoſity and goodneſs are the admiration of the 
country. And thus, by the inſcrutible decrees of Pro- 
wvidence,” once more has happineſs reviſited the reſpective 
Poſſeſſors of the 1 wo CAE " 
deu it 10 tw. st 2 
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